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SUNDAY MORNING. 

We thank Thee, Lord, in dawning light. 
For this Thy holy Sabbath day ; 

For all Thy mercies freely given. 
Receive our grateful praise, we pray. 

Most holy, holy, holy Lord ! 

How can we speak Thy mighty praise ? 
How can we reach Thy heavenly throne. 

With our weak human songs of praise ? 

Unite our hearts, through Christ, to Thee, 

And by Thy Holy Spirit bless 
Our tongues with Truth, our lives with Love, 

Our souls with Faith and Righteousness ! 

And in Thy holy heaven above. 
Oh, listen to our earnest prayer ! 

For those who toil or weep to-day. 
Lord, send Thy Sabbath everywhere. 

And unto Thee our thanks shall rise. 
Thy love alone our souls adore ; 

To Thee alone be worship given 
In heaven and earth for evermore ! 



CHAPTER I. 



LIFE BY THE LAKE OF GALILEE. 




APA! last winter, when you and mam- 
ma were in Madeira, Miss Leighton 
told us about Joshua when the 
weather was too wet for us to go to church ; 
and it was so pleasant, it made Sunday so 
happy! Now, do you not think that you 
could be kind enough to tell us something? 
we should be so glad ! '* 

* Who are the us, little boy ?' 

*0h ! of course, mamma, and Lily, and me, 
for Susy is in bed.' 

'And do you suppose that I could tell 
mamma anything she does not know, Daisy?* 

* You can tell me a very great deal which I 
do not know, papa ; and you will make me as 
well as the children very, very happy, if you 
will grant Daisy's request/ 

'And my little Lily, can she promise to 
keep awake? and will she promise to pull 
papa up if he uses too many long words for 
her short understanding ? ' 



8 THE FISHERMEN OF GALILEE. 

* Oh, dear papa, if you only will have some 
Sunday talk, that will be too good ! * 

' Too good, Lily ? no, nothing is too good. 
Let us make and take all the happiness, all 
the good gifts bestowed upon us, whenever 
and wherever we can ; and as you alLseem 
united in wishing me to tell you something in 
my own fashion, I will do my best, in the 
hour before prayer-time ; but Daisy's request 
came upon me so suddenly, I must have a 
little time to arrange my thoughts/ 

' I will play a hymn for the children, if we 
shall not disturb you/ 

* No, it will help me, thank you. Yes ! I 
am ready now ; these words in your mamma's 
hymn decided me, Daisy. I will tell you of 
four Jewish friends, who were faith£ul ser- 
vants to the true Joshua, more than eighteen 
hundred years ago.' 

* Faithful servants, papa ! I thought that 
He had no faithful servants upon earth. I 
thought all the disciples forsook Him and 
fled.' 

* Do you not know whom I mean, Lily } ' 
'No, papa; unless it was the angels/ 

* Indeed, Lily, I cannot profess to tell you 
the history of an angel's life. No ; the four 
servants of whom I mean to tell you were not 
angels ; they were working men, fishermen. 
And faithful service to a master does not imply 
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that the servant has never once disobeyed his 
master's command, for few are able to do so ; 
but it does imply that the desire to obey was 
always the foremost desire in the heart of 
the servant; and that if, through weakness, 
ignorance, or from a transient fear, he has 
disobeyed or proved unfaithful, there shall 
be sincere repentance, and an amended life in 
future. Cannot you guess now ? ' 

* You must mean St. Peter, papa.* 

* Yes, Daisy, St. Peter was one of the fisher- 
men. What was the name of his brother ? ' 

' St. John.' 

* No, no, Lily, St. John was the brother of 
St. James ; but they were both fishermen, so 
you must mean them, papa.' 

* Yes, Daisy ; and the name of St. Peter's 
brother was Andrew. St. John and St. 
James, St. Peter and St. Andrew, were the 
fishermen of whom I spoke ; and perhaps in 
talking over their history, we shall be able to 
learn better some of the lessons they were 
empowered to teach us, and I may be enabled 
to help you little ones to a clearer under- 
standing of their history.* 

* Far away from Jerusalem, up in the north- 
east of Palestine, lies a large and beautiful lake. 
It is very, very much larger than our Winder- 
mere, and is not a tranquil, peaceful lake like 
our English ones. The people who live upon 
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its shores call it a sea. It is known by the 
name of the Sea of Galilee, or Sea of Tiberias, 
as well as by the name of the Lake of Gen- 
nesaret. This sea lies below the mountains 
of Lebanon, and has high rocks round a part 
of its shores. The river Jordan, which rises 
in the mountains above it, rushes down through 
the lake in a steady, constant stream, so that 
its current, flowing through the rushing waves, 
makes the navigation very difficult during a 
storm. 

* Eighteen hundred years ago, many cities 
and villages stood upon the shores, or in the 
close neighbourhood of the Sea of Galilee. 
One of these towns was called Capernaum, 
another Bethsaida, another Tiberias. Mag- 
dala, the home of Mary the Magdalene, was 
there also. Travellers who visit the place 
now tell us that the shores are all deserted, 
save by one or two small villages we should 
call them, and a solitary fishing-boat is fre- 
quently the only vessel to be seen upon the 
sea. But eighteen hundred years ago, when 
Herod, the son of Herod the Great, was 
tetrarch of Galilee, the sea was frequently a 
scene of busy, picturesque life. The pleasure 
galleys of the Roman officers flitted hither 
and thither in the bright sunny weather, while 
an innumerable fleet of fishing-boats sailed 
upon the waters, in quest of the rich treasures 
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of fish for which the sea was famous, and 
which were soon transported by ready mer- 
chants to the many cities and towns in the 
interior of Galilee. There were many rich Jews 
who lived upon the shores of the lake, and to 
them their pleasure-boat was as necessary as 
is the carriage or the yacht to an English 
gentleman. 

*The fishermen of whom I intend to tell 
you were not rich, however, as you know. 
Fishing-boats well fitted up with all fishing 
tackle are expensive, and very frequently two, 
three, or four men join together to buy one, 
and then divide the money which they receive 
for the fish. Now Peter and Andrew had two 
partners in their fishing-boat ; they also were 
brothers. They lived near Bethsaida, and 
their names were James and John, the sons 
of a man named Zebedee. 

*I wish I knew and could tell you something 
of the lives of these men when they were all 
children together. I cannot do this ; and yet 
I feel sure that they must have been very much 
like other children, playing together upon the 
shore of the fresh-water sea, and learning their 
first real reverence for the Almighty power 
and majesty of God from the awful tempests 
which swept over the lake, and which so often 
left some bereaved, desolate hearth in the 
homes of their friends and neighbours. If 
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these boys learned their first lesson of rever- 
ence by that Galilean lake, they also gained 
there Faith, the best-beloved child of Rever- 
ence; and also that capability of enduring 
hardness, which is the first lesson for every ser- 
vant and soldier of Christ. These early lessons 
were learned long before they could furl a sail 
or handle an oar, we may be well assured. 

*When Jewish boys were twelve years of 
age, they were taken by their parents to 
Jerusalem, to the Feast of the Passover, which 
was held during the pleasant spring-time, in 
March or April ; and I feel very sure that 
when these four friends were old enough to 
go, they went with their parents. What a 
pleasant journey that must have been for 
them all ! Travelling with parties of friends 
and neighbours, on through the pleasant 
fields, where the bright scarlet anemones and 
white stars of Bethlehem gleamed through 
the green grass — on over pleasant roads, yvhich 
passed rich orchards filled with orange and 
apple trees, where the fig, the almond, the 
olive, and the scarlet-flowered pomegranate 
filled the air with beauty and rich fragrance, 
and where the white sheaf of wax-like bios- 
soms drooped downwards from the brown 
sheath of the generous date palm-tree. A 
Syrian spring is still a rich festival of fragrant 
beauty for the traveller ; but eighteen hundred 
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years ago it was still more so, for the whole 
country was highly cultivated. Vines clothed 
the hillsides, and every wayside garden was 
beautified with lilies, and roses, and a rich 
profusion of highly perfumed plants. 

'During the preparation for the Passover, 
every road was thronged with happy parties, 
all travelling towards Jerusalem. It was the 
time when the whole nation felt, and strove 
to act, as members of one sacred united family. 
And then, when the end of the toilsome jour- 
ney came, when at last, far away before them, 
they saw the hills upon which Jerusalem was 
built, and the joyful triumphant chant arose, 
" Her foundations are upon the holy hills ; the 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob ; " when at last the 
pure white . marble temple, with its golden- 
plated roof, appeared in sight, do you not 
think that the hearts of the young boys who 
went up to eat their first Passover must have 
been stirred to their very depths } They had 
learned to reverence th^ awful power and 
majesty of the God of Nature. Now they were 
coming to adore the God who had revealed 
Himself to their forefathers, as a God "merci- 
ful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth." 

'When they at last entered that temple, 
and knew that behind that sacred veil stood 
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the Ark, made nearly two thousand years 
before — the Ark which held the tables of the 
law given by God to their forefathers ; when 
they saw the numberless priests and Levites, 
all clothed in long pure white linen robes, 
who day and night in their several courses 
kept up one continuous strain of prayer and 
thanksgiving, do you not feel very sure that 
the young fisher boys must have felt a sacred 
joy almost too great for words? that they 
must have worshipped with lowly, reverent 
hearts? and have dedicated the service of 
their young lives, with glad thanksgiving, to 
the God of their fathers, who had guarded 
them from the perils of the stormy seas, and 
who now permitted them to pay their homage 
in the outer courts of that temple sacred to 
the "High and Holy One, who inhabiteth 
eternity " ? 

* I feel very sure that the four friends must 
have made this journey, for all Jews were 
commanded to do so ; but next Sunday I 
will, if all be well, tell you of another jour- 
ney, which I certainly know that St. Peter 
and St. Andrew took together when they 
were grown-up men.' 



SECOND SUNDAY. 



IS 



ISAIAH LX. 

Oh ! glorious City of our God ! 

Founded in ancient days ; 
' Salvation ' thy strong wall is named. 

And every gatCvis * Praise.* 

The Lord thy God enlightens thee — 

A sun which shall not set ; 
No night is known within those walls, 

Where Peace and Truth have met. 

No violence is known in thee, 

No mourning, and no tears ; 
But Righteousness rules every heart. 

And Faith forbids all fears. 

Around thy bulwarks ever fly, 
Like doves which seek their nest, 

The souls of those who seek their home 
Within thy shelter blest. 

Thy gates stand open day and night, 
While kings and poor men press 

Within thy walls, to learn thy laws, 
And see thy loveliness. 

Gentiles and Jews within thee stand. 

The mighty and the meek ; 
The * poor in spirit,' robed in gold. 

The valiant and the weak. 

Oh ! glorious City of our God t 

Founded in ancient days. 
May we be found within thy walls. 

And learn those songs of Praise, 

Which angels, saints, and martyrs sing 
Throughout thine endless days ! 

Oh ! Christ the Way ! guide lliou our feet 
Safe through those gates of Praise ! 

16 



CHAPTER II. 



THE STORY OF THE JEWISH KINGS. 




APA, you promised to tell us to- 
night about the other journey 
which St. Peter and St Andrew 
took together when they were grown-up men.' 

' I promised to tell you of another, not the 
other, Daisy; for before my history is finished, 
I must tell of many other journeys which the 
brothers and friends took together.' 

*But, papa, before you begin, will you please 
to tell us why Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea ? and why there were Roman centurions 
there, and publicans for tax-gatherers, and 
tribute money for Caesar ? Why had the Jews 
no king of their own.^ I thought that God 
gave them the Holy Land for their very own.* 

* You have asked me a great many ques- 
tions, Daisy, and all in one breath. Which 
am I to answer first — if, indeed, you can re- 
member them all } ' 

*0h, yes, papa! I can remember them, for 

I have wanted to know it all for a very long 

B 
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time. I never can understand the history of 
the Jews after they came back from captivity.' 
' You would find it very difficult to do so 
from the Bible alone, and without any help, 
Daisy. I am glad to find that you have tried 
to do so, and that you are really anxious to 
know. I will read with you myself upon the 
subject. Of course you will be taught in school 
soon, but must await the regular course for 
that, I suppose; and as you are anxious to 
know, I will help you as far as I can. But 
now that you have started your difficulties 
before Lily, which question do you wish me 
to answer first } * 

* Well, papa, I suppose that the one of most 
consequence is, Why had the Jews no king of 
their own ?* 

• I think so too, Daisy, for that question in- 
cludes almost all the others. And in answer 
to your question, I can only say, that I really 
do not know. I never can understand why 
Joshua, who was so faithful a servant of God, 
did not obey the command of God in this re- 
spect before his death, — ^why he did not do as 
Moses did, appoint a successor to his authority, 
summon a council, make it a matter of prayer 
to God, and establish the regal authority. You 
will find in the latter part of the 17th chapter 
of Deuteronomy, that Moses left directions 
that this should be done ; and also left rules 
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for the guidance of the future kings — rules 
which, had they been obeyed, might have 
brought our salvation in a very different 
manner from that in which it was brought. 
Still this is no answer to your question, Daisy. 
I must answer that simply, if I can. At the 
death of Joshua, the Jews were in full posses- 
sion of the largest part of Palestine; they had 
waged a war of extermination against the 
luxurious, sinful, yet very fully civilised in- 
habitants. These were either dead, or had 
escaped from the country altogether, — some of 
them, no doubt, by the seaports of the Medi- 
terranean, some by the Gulf of Arabia, down 
the Red Sea, where, for anything we know, 
they may have sailed eastward and westward, 
peopling the isles of the Gentiles, or even 
carrying their sun worship, and offerings to 
Moloch, to the far-off* continent of America. 

* When I say the largest part, I mean that 
there were still colonies of heathens left 
among the Jews, who suffiered them to remain 
not only, as in the case of the Gibeonites, 
because they had sworn a treaty of peace to 
them, but also because in some places, where 
the heathens had large armies of well-disci- 
plined cavalry, assisted by swift iron chariots, 
— something like those, I suppose, which the 
Phoenicians introduced into Britain, — the 
people who had been charged to extirpate 
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them refused to do so. So long as Joshua lived, 
and the elders who overlived Joshua, those 
who had seen the many miracles God had 
wrought for them in the desert obeyed His 
laws ; but when these died, the people yielded 
by little and little to the seductions of heathen- 
ism. There was no king to enforce obedience 
to the law of God, to set the example of 
honouring His laws and His ministers, and, to 
use the expressive words of the Bible itself, 
" every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes." Nominally, judges ruled the 
people ; but in reality there was no rule, no 
united nation even in religious matters. Of 
course under such circumstances the tribes 
became an easy prey to the remnant of the 
subdued nations, who soon recovered their 
lost ground, and enslaved their Hebrew con- 
querors over and over again. Then, to use the 
words of Holy Writ, " Then they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble ;" and though they 
did not deserve His help, any more than we 
do when we forget Him in our prosperity, 
and only cry unto Him in, our trouble, yet 
He, who is long-suffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth, heard them from the 
depths of their misery, and delivered them by 
the hands of Gideon and of Deborah, of Jeph- 
thah and of Samson, of Saul, and lastly of 
David, the shepherd boy, the sweet singer of 
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Israel, the mighty warrior and immortal king, 
who gathered all the tribes into unity, and 
founded a kingdom which stretched far be- 
yond Jordan on the east, and to the shores of 
the Mediterranean on the west. 

'This united kingdom was divided about 
forty years after King David's death ; but the 
two Jewish kingdoms of Judah and Israel 
were still strong, independent powers for some 
years afterwards. The kingdom of Judah 
comprised but the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, with such tributaries as they were 
able to retain from among the foreign con- 
quests of King Solomon. The kingdom of 
Israel comprised the whole of the remaining 
ten tribes. This kingdom was from the very 
first idolatrous. It was founded by "Jeroboam, 
the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin," by 
raising golden calves for worship, and separat- 
ing them from the united worship commanded 
by ^God. Ahab, one of the earlier kings, 
married a Phoenician princess, and not only 
permitted her to introduce the old Canaanitish 
sins into the country, but himself persecuted 
the priests and prophets of the true Grod. In 
fact, in the course of the two hundred and 
fifty years during which the kingdom of Israel 
lasted, its history is but one dark, sorrowful 
history of rebellion against God. Two hun- 
dred and fifty-four years after its first separa- 
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tion from Judah, Shalmaneser, the king of 
Assyria, besieged Samaria, the chief city of 
the kingdom of Israel, which was surrendered 
in the third year of the siege. The Assyrian 
kings had long coveted this possession. There 
was little mercy shown in war in those days, 
and thus the whole ten tribes were carried 
captive to the country of their conquerors, 
never again to return to their own land as 
one united people. The kings of Judah had 
ruled their kingdoms better on the whole than 
the Israelitish- kings had done. There had 
been some idolatrous kings, but there had 
also been some sincere, earnest, devoted ser- 
vants of God among them, — kings who, like 
Josiah, really felt that they held the kingly 
authority in trust for God among the people. 
Then, too, they had the temple and the regu- 
lar temple service ; for although the idolatrous 
kings did pollute and neglect the worship of 
God, the true religion was far too strong in 
the hearts of the people to permit this for any 
long time ; and when the country was rid of 
the idolatrous king, the worship of God was 
again restored. Thus the Assyrians came up 
against Jerusalem soon after they had con- 
quered Samaria ; but King Hezekiah, under 
the guidance of the prophet Isaiah, did not 
put his trust either in chariots or in horses, 
but laid the letter of the idolatrous king 
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before the holy altar of God, and kneeling 
down, prayed for help where help alone could 
be found. You know, Lily, how that prayer 
of Hezekiah's was answered ? ' 

* Oh, yes, papa ; mamma was reading to us 
the other day, — 

•* Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 
That host with their banners at sunset were seen ; 
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and strewn." ' 

Byron's Hebrew Melodies, 

'Yes, Lily; Judah was spared, but I am 
sorry to say that it was only for a short time. 
One hundred and thirty-four years after the 
ten tribes had been carried captive into 
Assyria, the remainder of the Jews were 
carried captive into Babylon. The kingdom 
of Judah had lasted about five hundred years, 
that is, reckoning from the time when Saul 
was made king. The beautiful temple, which 
King Solomon had dedicated four hundred 
years before, was burnt to the ground, the 
city utterly destroyed, and the rich store of 
gold and silver vessels stored in the temple 
all carried into Babylon by the conquerors.' 

* Oh, papa ! it does seem too sorrowful, 
when we think of all the trouble Moses, and 
Joshua, and all the good people had taken to 
gain the country for the true religion, that it 
should be broken up in that way.' 
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' Yes, Daisy, it does; but what do you think 
would become of the wheat the men were 
sowing in the fields to-day, if the bright sun 
were to shine every day through the year? 
Must not the corn and all good fruits have 
rain sometimes if they are to bring forth fruit 
to perfection ? ' 

* Of course, papa.* 

* Then it was so with the children of Israel. 
They never throve, they never brought forth 
any good fruit, when the sun of prosperity 
was shining upon them. Their riches were 
devoted to self-indulgence and encourage- 
ment of heathen practices. They showed no 
pity upon their poor brethren who became 
indebted to them, but sold them without 
any remorse. They imitated the heathen in 
everything, copying their altars, using their 
sacrifices and arts of abomination, and at 
length even passing their children through 
the fire to Moloch. 

' In the reign of Manasseh, one of the last 
kings of Judah, every ancient Canaanitish sin 
was openly practised at Jerusalem. Was it 
wonderful, then, that God used the ambition 
and covetousness of King Nebuchadnezzar 
as His scourge for His people ? No ; but no 
sooner were the people in captivity, than they 
"wept when they remembered Zion." And 
tears, some of them, sincere tears of repent- 
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ance, brought forth good fruit. There was 
a Daniel among the captives, too, and his 
fellows, to whom the law of God "was as 
their necessary food," their sole earthly sus- 
tenance. There were hundreds, nay, thousands 
of devout Jews carried captive among the 
half-hearted heathens ; but they also needed 
the rain of tears, the bread and water of 
adversity, to enable them to bring forth 
good fruit At length their seventy years' 
captivity was ended ; their conquerors had 
been conquered in their turn, and King 
Cyrus, the new ruler of Babylon, gave the 
Jews permission to return to their own country. 
' Once more the temple was rebuilt, under 
the governor Nehemiah and the faithful Ezra; 
and for many years afterwards the people 
were ruled by the high priests, but were 
as a nation subject to the kings of Persia, 
for Palestine was but a part of the great 
Persian Empire. Now while these things 
were passing in Judea, great events had been 
taking place in other countries. The battle 
of Salamis had been fought, and the Persian 
invasion of Greece defeated, during the inter- 
val which elapsed between the return of the 
Jews to their own land and the appointment 
of Nehemiah as Tirshatha or governor over 
the people for King Artaxerxes, the son of 
Xerxes. 
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* Now, Daisy, you know enough of Grecian 
history to remember something of Alexander 
the Great, the mighty Macedonian conqueror ? 
how, after a series of victories, he marched 
against and defeated Darius, the last king of 
Persia of the old royal line ? You must re- 
member all this well, for it is fresh in the 
memory of all schoolboys; but I am afraid I 
am tiring Lily.* 

*0h, no, papa ; mamma was reading Grecian 
history to me, and I know about Socrates and 
Alexander the Great now ! * 

* I am very glad to hear that, my little one. 
Well, Alexander the Great marched to Jeru- 
salem on his way to Persia ; but instead of 
injuring the Jews, he adored the God whom 
they worshipped, and declared that before 
he left Greece, he had dreamed that a man, 
dressed just as he then saw the high priest 
dressed, had commanded him to undertake 
this expedition. He would allow no insult to 
be offered to the Jewish temple or people, 
but confirmed every privilege the Persian 
monarchs had granted them. 

* When Alexander the Great died, you know 
that he was acknowledged as supreme ruler 
from the sea-girt shores of Greece to the 
stifling deserts of Central Asia, from the 
Hellespont to the Indus. He died the 
mightiest monarch the world ever saw, but he 
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left no son to inherit his empire, to transmit 
his genius and his name to posterity — he left 
no successor *-a his wonderful power over the 
minds of men ; thus, at his death, no one of 
his generals presumed to undertake his daring 
schemes, but the united empire he had hoped 
to found fell, almost before its foundation- 
stone was laid. The generals of Alexander 
divided his empire amongst them, and Pales- 
tine became the prize at first of Ptolemy, the 
ruler of Egypt, but very soon became a sort 
of battleground for the Egyptian monarchs 
and those of Syria, whose chief city was 
Antioch. The rulers of Egypt held it for 
a time, but it was soon wrested from them 
by the Syrians, who alternately ill-treated or 
caressed the Jews, as they feared their oppo- 
nents or despised their adversaries. It was 
during this troubled time that the family of 
the Maccabees for a short time ensured the 
entire independence of the country ; and for 
the first time since the return from the cap- 
tivity, the Jews possessed a really independent 
ruler. Judas Maccabeus was a wonderful man, 
strong in the holy faith ; but after the death 
of his brother, who succeeded him, the high 
priest again obtained the sovereign authority, 
and again the old troubles recommenced, and 
the country fell once more under Syrian 
authority. Finally the Romans, under Pompey, 
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one of the last republican generals, broke 
up the power of the Greek, Syrian, and 
Egyptian monarchs ; and as the Jews, hoping 
to regain their lost independence, proved 
troublesome to the stern Roman, he marched 
against Jerusalem, besieged the city, and 
finally included the Jewish nation among the 
tributaries of the growing Roman Republic. 
And thus the Holy Land was subject to Rome 
from about sixty years before the birth of 
the four Galilean fishermen until about six 
hundred years afterwards, when it was again 
cohquered by the descendants of Abraham, 
the descendants not of Isaac, but of Ishmael : 
it has-been retained by them now for nearly 
twelve hundred years. The short reigns of 
the crusading sovereigns are not mentioned, 
as they lasted for so few years, and never 
included the whole of Palestine. And now, 
Daisy, have I answered your question as to 
why the Jews had no king of their own ?* 

* Oh, yes, papa, thank you. I see it all now. 
They had kings, but as they would not re- 
member God's goodness to them. He punished 
them, as He told Moses that He would do.' 

' Then, papa, do the kings of the Ishmael- 
ites, who have kept the country so long, obey 
God?' 

* That is a very large question,, my little 
Lily, for those Ishmaelites, as you call them, 
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are the Turks and Saracens, against whom 
we fought the^ crusades for the recovery of 
the Holy Sepulchre, and they are only Ish- 
maelites now by having married those who 
were descended from Ishmael ; but their title 
to the Holy Land is their obedience to the 
prophet Mahomet, who was really a descend- 
ant of Ishmael. He left a book of laws for 
the peojrfe, called the Koran ; he also com- 
manded them to obey and reverence the five 
books of Moses, the Pentateuch, and the book 
of Psalms ; they also use a sort of gospel pi 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, for the Mahometans 
are not among those who reject our Saviour ; 
they also say, as we do, " Blessed is He that 
Cometh in the name of the Lord." Let us 
pray that some day they may also learn to 
obey Him whom they reverence so deeply as 
a prophet, that they may honour Him with 
their deepest love whom they expect to see 
at the day of judgmtent, as the Judge ap- 
pointed by God. And if you ask me, Lily, if 
they have obeyed God's law, I must answer, 
truly, and I feel surethat any one who has 
been in the country will bear witness to the 
truth, that they have ; and they do obey God's 
law in some respects so as to shame us. We 
Christians, to whom the Light of the World 
has been revealed, may often take shame to 
ourselves when we see the religious devotion 
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of the poor Arabs, barefoot, despising all 
worldly luxuries, never tasting wine or any- 
intoxicating liquor. They pray in reverent 
faith to the unseen Creator of heaven and 
earth. An idol is, of course, never permitted 
in any of their places of worship ; their mosques 
have no ornaments of any kind ; and one of 
their most sacred temples is that built upon 
the ruins of that in which our Saviour was 
presented by His mother more than eighteen 
hundred years ago. 

' The Mahometans do not worship any other 
God but the Creator ; and I would much 
rather tell you good things of people, than 
set myself up as judge over other people's 
actions. Yet I hope to show you, before I 
finish my history of the four fishermen, that 
we Christians, who have received Christianity, 
ought to lead the Mahometans to a truer, 
nobler faith, a far more perfect love. They 
revere our Saviour as a prophet, who taught 
holy doctrines, who was beloved of God, and 
therefore appointed judge of the souls of men 
at the resurrection ; but they have no idea 
of that " gospel of Christ which is the power 
of God unto salvation." They believe that it 
would have been a degradation to our Saviour 
to have died upon the cross, and so, to spare 
Him t|iis degradation, "God contrived a strata- 
gem," says the Koran. We believe that in 
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that sad and holy degradation our whole 
Christian faith lies centred. The "cross of 
Christ has indeed always been to the Jews a 
stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolish- 
ness," but from that cross alone can true 
Christianity arise. Not all the holy doctrine, 
spotless life, or moral grandeur of any mere 
prophet could win the fervent faith of the 
Christian, who loves God " because He first 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins." 

'The Christian's motive for love to His 
enemies, for gentle, holy, loving service to all 
mankind, has ever been, " Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because He laid down His 
life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren." 

' This lesson Mahomet never learned ; but 
that God who has called us out of darkness 
into His own marvellous light can teach it to 
them, and enable us to walk more worthily of 
that high vocation to which we have been 
called. 

* Let us pray that He in His own good time 
will grant this blessing to them, to us, and to 
all mankind.' 



THIRD SUNDAY. 



LIFE, POWER, FREEDOM. 

When is a nation worse than dead ? 
When the Faith for which its fathers bled. 
The Hope by revelation fed. 
Is driven out from heart and head. 
And Superstition nursed instead : 
Herds of dreamers, driven or led, 
Make up a nation worse than dead. 

When is a nation truly great ? 
When each soul in the vast estate. 
Rising early, and working late. 
Leaves no flaw for an adverse fate : 
When open speech 'twixt poor and great 
Binds them firm in one estate, 
Then is a nation truly great 

When is a nation truly free ? 
When it prays on reverent knee 
To One alone, whom none can see. 
Who died in Christ for you and me ; 
His written Word the guide must be, 
Faith in His Truth the mighty key 
Of strength to nations great and free. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 




APA, do you not think that Daisy- 
had better ask so many questions 
some other time, and not just when 
you are in the middle of telling us something.? 
Last Sunday you did not tell us one thing 
about the four fishermen, because Daisy pre- 
vented you.* 

* Well, Lily, I do not like to prevent ques- 
tions being asked, if the questions are really 
connected with the history. I was afraid that 
I should tire you ; but Daisy has told me 
since that he feels very much happier, and 
understands his Bible much more easily, since 
the cloud over its history has been removed 
from his mind. I am sure that you would 
not wish to prevent my helping your brother, 
would you } * 

'Lily, I am very sorry that I did keep 
papa so long. I liked it, but I knew quite 
well that it would tire you. I will not ask 
papa any more questions if I can help it ; but 
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sometimes, if I do not ask, I forget, and then 
it is not often I can speak to papa about 
these things, he is so busy/ 

* If papa is busy, Daisy, I think you know 
that I am always ready to listen to you ; and 
if I cannot answer your questions, I can help 
you to remember to ask papa.. I think Lily 
was partly right in her feelings — such a long 
historical lesson was a very great trial for her 
little brain ; but I am quite sure that she is 
sorry npw that she allowed her feelings to 
master her. I feel sure that she does not 
wish to be selfish.' 

* It was my fault, mamma. I ought to have 
remembered the age of my listeners, and so 
have shortened my history.' 

' Oh, no, papa ! it was my fault. I am very 
sorry, Daisy ; please do forgive me. Papa, I 
did like to hear you talking, but I could not 
understand it all, and I wanted so much to 
hear about the fishermen.* 

* Well, Lily, we will waste no more time, 
but begin at once. 

* Many years, ten, fifteen, perhaps twenty 
years, had passed away since the four friends 
had kept their first passover. St. Peter was 
married, and the partners used to go out in 
the boat and work hard to earn money for 
their families. At length they heard that a 
great prophet was preaching in the wilderness 
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by the river Jordan,— a real prophet, such as 
God used to send in the olden days of Elijah 
and Elisha. The name of this prophet was 
John ; and those who told the fishermen said 
that all the wise men in Jerusalem and else- 
where were wondering who this prophet could 
be, such strange reports were spread abroad 
concerning him. Some people said he was 
the Christ, the Anointed One, the Good 
Shepherd of His people, who had visited 
them at last ; others said it was the Messiah 
foretold by the prophet Daniel, and that He 
had now appeared to drive the Romans out 
of the country, and to raise the throne of 
David in all its ancient splendour. Some 
people said it was the prophet Elijah, who had 
descended from that chariot of fire in which 
he had once ascended. They declared that 
he appeared just as their forefathers declared 
Elijah had done, — in a garment of camel's 
hair, girded with a leathern girdle. 

* I think you both know who this prophet 
was. It was St. John the Baptist, the son of 
the priest Zacharias and of Elizabeth, the 
cousin of the Virgin Mary, the mother of our 
Saviour. Now if I tell you anything which 
has been learned from other books than the 
Bible, I must try to separate the history. 
Thus from the Testament we learn nothing 
of St. John the Baptist from the time of his 
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miraculous birth until the time of his preach- 
ing, except what is contained in these words: 
" And he was in the deserts until the time of 
his showing unto Israel." This is sufficient 
for our learning, quite sufficient for all our 
needs ; yet the early Christians affirmed that 
when King Herod killed the babes of Beth- 
lehem, he heard of the miraculous birth of St 
John, the infant son of Zacharias, and imme- 
diately sought to kill him, fearing that this 
was the babe who was born to endanger the 
succession of his family to the throne. He 
failed to find the child, however; the same 
care which provided for his birth preserved 
him for His own service. Zacharias, the 
father, was killed, but the child John was 
carried into the desert by his mother, and 
there preserved just as our Saviour was 
preserved in Egypt. 

' The parents of St John the Baptist were 
old when he was born ; thus, when his 
mother died, the youthful prophet was alone 
in the wilderness — alone with God for his 
teacher, as the prophet Elijah had been. In 
that silent, holy communing with God, St 
John learned the lessons appointed him — 
learned to listen to the heavenly voice which 
"sent me to baptize." I tell you this con- 
cerning the reason St. John "was in the 
deserts," as we learn from our Testament that 
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he was, as it helps us to understand why the 
great prophet and his "cousin according to 
the flesh " had no earthly knowledge of each 
other. When St. John was in prison, his 
history, his birth would all be recounted and 
remembered ; but when he first began to 
preach by the banks of the Jordan, he came 
freshly from his lonely life- in the wilderness, 
and no man knew who he was or whence he 
came. 

* The two brothers St. Andrew and St. Peter 
heard so much of this new prophet that they 
determined to go and hear him for themselves. 
A man named Philip, who lived in the same 
town of Bethsaida, went with them. Now 
Bethabara, beyond Jordan, near the wilder- 
ness of Judea^ was a long way from the Lake 
of Galilee ; yet these three men, these poor 
fishermen, gladly undertook the toilsome 
journey, in order that they might listen to the 
message God should send them by His holy 
prophet At length they reached the place 
and there they found an immense crowd of 
people, all thronging to hear and see St. John. 
There were rich men, splendidly dressed, and 
attended by their many servants. They had 
come to see whether there was indeed any 
news of the Messiah, — He who would be 
mighty to destroy, as Elisha had been — a 
great captain, such as Gideon, Barak, Jeph- 
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thah, David had been. Was it possible that 
at last they were about to triumph over the 
haughty Romans ? Was Judea indeed to be 
free, as she had been long ago ? 

* Now, when the three friends first saw the 
holy prophet, what do you think he was 
saying to these rich men, who pretended to 
love God, while in reality they loved no one 
but themselves, — these men who thought they 
were better than any other of God's children, 
simply because they were the faithless chil- 
dren of the faithful Abraham ? 

* Do you suppose that the young man, who 
had lived alone among the wild beasts of the 
wilderness, was abashed before those splen- 
didly dressed men ? No ! he was the prophet 
of that God who reads the heart, and he 
spoke at once and sternly: "O generation 
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come ? Bring forth there- 
fore fruits meet for repentance, for every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be 
hewn down and cast into the fire. And 
think not to say unto yourselves. We have 
Abraham to our father ; for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham." 

* Then poor people and soldiers came, all 
and each confessing their sins, and praying 
to be taught the will of God ; and the pro- 
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phet answered each one according to his 
needs, and then, leading them down to the 
river Jordan, baptized them there, and sent 
them home to bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. 

'This was the strange scene which the 
brothers from the Lake of Galilee looked 
upon when they stood in the presence of St, 
John the Baptist They heard the fiery pro- 
phet announce himself as " the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord ! " They heard him declare to 
some Scribes and Pharisees who questioned 
him, that he was neither Elijah nor the Christ; 
that he indeed baptized with water, but there 
stood One among them whom they knew not, 
and yet that One, whose shoe's latchet he 
himself was not worthy to unloose, that One 
should baptize them with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire. The questioners went back to 
Jerusalem,but the Galilean fishermen remained 
by the Jordan. They had gone to learn from 
this holy prophet, and had already become 
his disciples, patiently learning all that he 
could teach them. 

* The day after the Scribes had been ques- 
tioning St. John, St. Andrew was listening to 
the words of the preacher, when suddenly 
the Baptist stopped speaking, and fixed his 
eyes upon a man who was approaching. St. 
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Andrew looked up to see who this was who 
had thus silenced the voice of the fearless 
prophet. Looking thus, he saw a man about 
thirty years of age, — a very wonderful-looking 
man, calm and grave, but with a radiant ex- 
pression of the divine love upon His face. 
The heart of the poor fisherman was at once 
attracted to this man ; and while he was gazing 
upon Him, the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness was heard once more. Very 
solemn and very singular were the words 
the Baptist spoke ; 'they were simply these : 
" Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. This is He of whom 
I said, After me cometh a man which is pre- 
ferred before me, for He was before me." 

* Who was this wonderful man, younger in 
earthly years than the great prophet, and yet, 
said the Baptist, " He was before me " ? 

*Yes, Lily, it was our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and St Andrew saw His face 
then for the first time, St. John the Baptist 
had seen our Saviour before. More than forty 
days before this. time Jesus had come to be 
baptized, but John, who had been forewarned 
by God, recognised the glory of that Light 
" which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world." This true Light shone upon the 
Baptist, and instantly His true character was 
revealed. Although he was surrounded by 
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a multitude of admiring disciples, — although 
Scribes and Pharisees, priests and Levites, rich 
and poor, crowded to the Jordan to listen to 
his preaching, and to receive baptism from 
his hands, the Baptist was meek and lowly 
in heart ; he recognised his Saviour at once. 
**I have need to be baptized of Thee, and 
comest Thou to me?" said the noble pro- 
phet. But Jesus answered and said, " Suffer 
it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness." Then the Baptist 
performed his ministry, and the heavens 
were opened, and the Spirit of God de- 
scended, and the voice of the Most High 
God was heard, saying, " This -is my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
Now this miraculous baptism had taken 
place more than forty days before this time. 
Since then our Saviour had been in the wilder- 
ness, wrestling with the temptations of Satan ; 
bearing our human flesh into the wilderness, 
and compelling it to deny the power, the 
authority of Satan ; strengthening it to refuse 
his lures and rise above his perfidious at- 
tempt to destroy it; and finally, in the last 
great assault, compelling that weak human 
flesh to affirm its allegiance to that law 
which commands, "Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve." The human nature of the Son of 
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God was faint and weary, hungry and worn 
out by that awful trial ; it would have sunk 
beneath it, had not angels, sent by His 
Heavenly Father, ministered to Him and re- 
newed His exhausted powers. Then, strong 
in reviving life, our Saviour once more de- 
scended to the Jordan ; and when the Baptist 
saw Him, he knew at once that man's first 
great enemy was vanquished. The last 
enemy was Death — that remained to be 
conquered ; but the first enemy, Sin, was at 
last under subjection. " Get thee behind me, 
Satan," the human nature borne by our 
Saviour had cried out, and Satan had been 
compelled to obey. What wonder is there, 
then, that when the Baptist once more saw 
the Redeemer approach, he should greet Him 
with the triumphant welcome, " Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world ! " These were the words which St. 
Andrew heard when he first saw our Saviour, 
and thus hearing them, he at once rose up and 
followed Him. 

'Now suppose we put away all mere earthly 
thoughts in listening to the account of the 
poor fisherman's first interview with our 
Saviour — let us realize for one moment the 
fact that *'the Son of God" was thus pre- 
sented to humanity for the first time. The 
human nature into which the Almighty had 
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Himself breathed a living soul was capable 
at once of perceiving the radiant glory thus 
presented. St Andrew rose and followed it 
And what were the first words spoken by the 
Son of God to this poor seeker after truth, 
seeker after the Divinity ? " What seek ye ? " 
said the Saviour. If the whole family of 
mankind had then been present, could it have 
given any other answer than that which St. 
Andrew gave: "Rabbi (Master), where dwellest 
Thou?" This had been the desire, this is still 
the desire of every awakened soul upon earth. 
It was the desire of the patriarch Job, who 
cried out in his agony, "Oh that I knew 
where I might find Him, that I might come 
even to His seat!" It was the desire of 
" Moses, the man of God." It was the desire 
of the sweet Singer of Israel, who sang, " My 
heart said unto Thee, Thy face. Lord, will I 
seek." It was the desire even of heathens, 
who built an altar for the worship of " the 
unknown God." And now that the Lord had 
visited His people, does the Light of the 
World shroud Himself in unapproachable 
mystery? No! He at once invites the seekers 
after truth to His presence. " Come and see," 
was the gracious answer St. Andrew received. 
And he at once ran back to find his brother 
Peter; then bringing him, they, with their 
friend Philip, spent the rest of that happy 
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day in loving communion with their Saviour. 
The day afterwards, St. Philip was called by 
our Saviour to follow Him, and they departed 
into Galilee, while the two brothers remained 
by the Jordan. 

' And now, children, what do you think of 
these two brothers ? They left their home in 
Galilee to hear for themselves the message 
God had sent to them by His prophet. 
They sought the Lord ; and this is what we 
must do, or we shall never find Him. Then 
when Jesus invited Andrew to His home, he 
did not go alone. No; he first findeth his 
brother Peter, and takes him with him. You 
see that St. Andrew was not happy, could 
not be happy, unless he shared his happiness 
with his brother. 

* I think that we should all of us have liked 
to be with the three friends upon that memor- 
able day. How thankful should we be if 
we were permitted, as they were, to sit at the 
leet of Jesus, to listen to every gracious word 
which proceeded from His mouth. I see that 
I need say no more ; but, little ones, you must 
remember that although His mortal body is 
in heaven, so also is the sun, so also is the 
moon ; yet the sunshine brightens all our path, 
warms and rejoices every heart. The heat of 
the sun ripens our corn, fills our gardens with 
flowers, and our orchards with fruit. The 
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rising beams of the sun light our darkened 
world, and chase all the shadows of night 
away. Thus, as Archbishop Cranmer beauti- 
fully writes, is it with our Saviour's presence 
upon eSrth: "Our Saviour Christ, bodily 
and corporeally, is in heaven, sitting at the 
right hand of His Father, although spiritu- 
ally He hath promised to be present with us 
upon earth unto the world's end. Just as 
the sun corporeally is ever in heaven and 
nowhere else, and yet by its operation and 
virtue is here upon earth." 

* Truly does Holy Writ declare our Saviour 
to be " The Light of the World." He was 
present with us to-day when we met together 
in church to worship and to be taught by 
Him. He heard every prayer, spoken and 
unspoken. His light and heat shone upon 
many a flower of holy resolution and lowly 
self-sacrifice, and His light alone shall bring 
forth good fruit from the flowers. His light 
shone into every darkened heart ; and if our 
hearts do not reject Him, He will cleanse 
them, and make them sacred temples for 
the habitation of His Holy Spirit. Not one 
human being leaves His presence as he 
entered it. Some sin has been revealed in 
its shame and horror to the sinner, some 
strength given to the weak and weary, some 
blessing to every faithful, waiting heart. "My 
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heart hath talked of Thee : seek ye my face. 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek." And oh, when 
the night of death draws near, and our souls, 
having met with the prophet of repentance, 
shall seek with eager search for a SePviqur by 
the brink of Jordan, may He in His infinite 
mercy reveal Himself, and answer our pitiful 
prayer for admission to His presence as He 
answered that of His first Christian disciple ! 
May He say unto us, as He said to St. 
Andrew, "Come and see." * 




FOURTH SUNDAY. 
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DAILY PRAYER. 

The Saviour of the world 

Gave thanks before He ate. 
And promised to appear 

Where two or three were met 
In reverence for His name. 

If Pharisees abound, 

Who blazon prayers unfelt, 
Such hypocrites were found 

When the Redeemer knelt ; 
Yet He prayed night and day. 

<Thy face. Lord, will I seek,'. 

Our fathers said of old ; 
They sought in reverent faith His grace, 

And found it wealth untold 
From treasury divine. 

As parents with sore heart 

Would miss their child's * Good night,' 
Some heavenly chord is incomplete. 

Within the home of light. 
When thankless hearts lie mute. 

What gift more noble, pure. 

Can man give to his child. 
Than that received so sure 

From Him the Undefiled — 
Our Shepherd, Priest, and King? 

Child, close thy door at night. 

Close it in morning's shine ^ 
Then simply ask aright 

For help from Power Divine, 
And thank thy Heavenly Sire. 

Trust Him in weal or woe. 

Thank Him in daily prayer ; 
Then wheresoe'er thou go. 
Thy soul shall be His care, 
* In Jesus Christ, His Son.' 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE DISCIPLES OF CTUR LORD. 




APA, I Will not keep you long, but 
you said last Sunday that Herod 
the king wanted to prevent our 
Saviour's taking away the kingdom from his 
own family. I thought the Romans were 
rulers over Judea now ; how was it ? * 

'You have not kept us long with yoyr 
question, Daisy ; I will try to answer you as 
briefly. I think that you know enough of 
history to know that there are many stages 
in the conquest of a country. As regards 
Palestine, for Judea was but one province of 
Palestine when Pompey first subdued it, he 
scarcely changed the government, but took 
oaths of allegiance, and, I believe, imposed a 
tribute, which was collected by the nation 
Itself, and thus transmitted to Rome; but 
the Jews have never been a tranquil nation 
under foreign rule, and have always been 
rather quarrelsome among themselves. Now 
1 am not going to relate all the various stages 
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of their degradation. It is enough to know 
that the iron hand of Rome was upon the 
country from the time of Pompey. At the 
very first appearance of revolt, the liberties 
granted were withdrawn. Then, again, when 
some rich Jew gained the favour of the Roman 
emperor, he was enabled to lighten the bur- 
dens of his people. Herod the Great (as he 
was called), a native of the country, although 
not strictly speaking a Jew, ruled the country 
for thirty-seven years under the Romans. 
At his death the kingdom was divided. 
Judea, which was the principal province, as 
containing Jerusalem, was given to Arche- 
laus, one of his sons; but as he very soon 
fell under the displeasure of Rome, he was 
displaced, and Pontius Pilate, a Roman, was 
governor of Judea at the time of which we 
are speaking. Galilee, another province, was 
bestowed upon another of Herod's sons, 
who is spoken of as Herod the Tetrarch, 
or sometimes King Herod of Galilee. The 
countries beyond Jordan, the old homes of 
the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh, formed another or two other 
provinces. Herod Philip, another son of 
Herod the Great, governed these provinces ; 
while the strong seaport of Gaza and a few 
other towns belonged to the Roman gover- 
nor of Syria. Now Roman soldiers, under 
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Roman officers, were garrisoned all over the 
country to preserve order; and although 
freedom in religion was granted to the nation 
by its rulers, yet Roman courts of justice 
were the courts of final appeal in all cases ; 
and there were constant heartburnings and 
struggles to define the boundary-line between 
religious offences and criminal acts, where 
religion entered so minutely into every busi- 
ness transaction as it ought to have done 
among the Jews. As I said before, I will 
read with you upon this subject, for it is 
impossible to understand it fully in a few 
minutes ; and you, Daisy, are rather desirous 
of creating a royal road to learning. That 
which has cost me years of patient study to 
comprehend, you wish me to impart to you, 
not in one evening, but in one-tenth part of 
an evening/ 

* Yes, papa, because you make it clear and 
plain ; but then I do like reading the histories 
as well. I understand them better after I 
have heard a little bit of the whole.* 

*We did not enjoy our journey through 
Wales the less because we had studied our 
guide-book, I think, papa ? * 

* Well, Daisy, if you will look upon our 
conversation in the light in which mamma 
puts it, I shall not fear for you. Remember, 
my boy, that I can but be your guide, and 
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you must explore for yourself. And now 
my little patient Lily must not be kept wait- 
ing any longer. 

*Last Sunday we left St. Peter and St. 
Andrew sitting at the feet of our Saviour ; 
and I am sorry to say that I can tell you 
nothing more about them until after the 
holy Baptist had been thrown into prison by 
Herod the Tetrarch, whose sins he had openly 
reproved. Some time after this, the two 
brothers were in their ship, close to the 
Galilean shore, when they saw Jesus walking 
by the sea-shore. The two brothers were 
busied in casting a net into the sea when 
they hearc^ that well-beloved voice speaking 
to them. " Follow me," said the Saviour, 
" and I will make you fishers of men." And 
they straightway left their nets and followed 
Him. The first men these fishers caught in 
the gospel net that day were their own part- 
ners in the fishing-boat, James and John, the 
two sons of Zebedee. These four fishermen 
were, with St. Philip, the first men called by 
our Saviour to follow Him. They went 
up with Him to that mountain from which 
He preached to the listening multitude that 
sermon which has, for more than eighteen 
hundred years, been the guide, the inspirer, the 
sustainer of all Christian fervour, all Christian 
endurance, all Christian duty and heroism. 
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They heard Him command His followers to 
love their enemies, to do good to those who 
hated them, to pray for those who despitefull^ 
used and persecuted them. They heard Him 
reiterate the blessings pronounced by God in 
olden days upon the meek and the merciful, 
the peacemakers and the pure in heart, upon 
those who hungered and tiiirsted after right- 
eousness. They heard Him declare that He 
came not to destroy Moses and the prophets, 
but to fulfil them. The full meaning of these 
words they could not yet understand ; but 
they listened, while their Master taught that 
the righteousness He expected from His dis- 
ciples was far deeper and more perfect than 
that for which they now strove. It must be 
a righteousness which extended even to the 
thoughts and desires of the heart. It must 
be a righteousness proceeding not from a love 
of self, but from a pure and perfect love to- 
wards God and towards man. 

* The four fishermen stood by their Master 
while He taught His disciples to pray, — while 
He taught them that prayer which every 
Christian loves because it was thus taught 
Then they came down from the mountain to 
see the works our Saviour wrought And you 
remember that it was in the home of St. Peter 
that one of our Lord's first healing miracles 
was wrought I think JLily can understand 
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how that miracle must have deepened the 
love of the poor fisherman for his Master, 
who thus restored to health and strength the 
mother of his wife. 

'For a short time the four fishermen do 
not seem to have left their occupation to 
follow their new^ Master ; but one day, when 
St. Peter and St Andrew were washing their 
nets, Jesus was preaching to the people on 
the shore. There was a great crowd, for 
already our Saviour had performed so many 
miracles, that every one in the neighbourhood 
wanted to see and to hear Him for them- 
selves. All these people were pushing and 
crowding, struggling to get near Jesus. At 
last He entered into Peter's boat, and told 
him to push it a little way from the shore ; 
and He then preached to the people from 
that distance, where they could all see and 
hear Him much better than they could upon 
the crowded shore. 

'When our Saviour stopped speaking, He 
told Peter to launch out into the deep water, 
and then to let down his nets 'for a draught of 
fishes; but Peter said, "Master, we have toiled 
all night, and taken nothing ; nevertheless at 
Thy word I will let down the net." Just 
notice, children, how differently Peter acted 
here from the way in which many people act. 
I know a good many people who would have 
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said, or have thought and acted upon their 
thought if they did not say it : " Who is this 
man who tells me to let down my net ? He is 
not a fisherman, he is but a carpenter's son. 
It is true that he does preach very beautiful 
sermons, but a fisherman knows best about 
fishing. I have been upon this sea for more 
than twenty years, and I know quite well 
there is no use in trying to catch fish to- 
day, and I will not try." This was not the 
way in which Peter and Andrew acted, how- 
ever. Peter remembered the healing of his 
wife's mother ; Peter had found out that his 
new Teacher knew a great many things which 
he did not, and Peter let down his net. Im- 
mediately his obedient faith was rewarded, — 
the net was at once filled— -filled so full, with 
such heavy fish, that the net broke. Then Peter 
and Andrew called to their partners, James 
and John, who were in another boat; they 
came at once to help, but it was such a 
miraculous draught of fishes, that both boats 
were overladen. When Peter felt the boat 
sinking deeper and deeper in the water, he 
thought he was going to be drowned ; every 
sinful thought and action of his life rose up 
clear and sharply before him, and falling 
down at the feet of Jesus, he cried out 
bitterly, " Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord," Then Jesus spoke . kindly 
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and gently to him : " Fear not," He said, and 
once more repeated the promise He had made 
in first calling him, " From henceforth thou 
shalt catch men." Yes; that was the first 
time the two great apostles of Christianity- 
had been with Christ alone in the boat, — the 
first time they had spread their nets under 
His direction; and Peter himself was the first , 
fish caught in that gospel net For we may 
rest very well assured, that a conviction of 
sin, a sense of our own utter unworthiness to 
appear or to remain in the presence of our 
Saviour, is one of the very first effects of our 
being in the boat with Christ. But for those 
sacred words, " Fear not," and others like 
them, bidding those who are weary and 
heavy-laden to come untd Him, who dare, 
what mortal could dare, to appear within that 
sacred presence ? No human being, I am very 
well assured. 

* In the earliest ages of the Christian 
Church, its members used to like to think and 
speak of it as a ship, and of our Saviour as 
the steersman. You remember, Daisy, the 
pictures in Dr. Maitland's Church in the 
Catacombs t All those pictures were copies of 
those made by Christians in the very earliest 
ages. And you remember, do you not, how 
very frequently the Church is represented 
as an ark, or safe refuge, floating upon the 
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waves of the stormy, tempestuous sea of 
life ? ' 

' Oh, yes, papa ; and Lily saw them too.* 
' Well, little ones, of course you both know 
that the Church in this sense does not mean 
the brick or stone walls of the place in which 
we worship, but that glorious company of 
faithful souls, united in one mysterious unity, 
by love, faith, and obedience, to our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. This is the Church we 
mean,— this is the Church pictured as a ship in 
the Catacombs ; and who that enters into that 
ship, filled as it is with "an innumerable com- 
pany of angels," "the noble army of martyrs," 
"the goodly fellowship of the prophets," "the 
spirits of just men made perfect," — who enters 
there, where " the Light of the World " shines 
with unveiled, radiant purity, but must fall 
down in humiliation, and cry with the great 
apostle, " I am a sinful man, O Lord " } 

' That day was an eventful one for the four 
partners in the fishing-boat, for from that day 
they left all their old duties, all their home 
ties, and really followed their new Master ; 
they followed Him now wherever He went, 
listened to His sacred teaching, obeyed Him 
when He sent them messages, and, in fact, be- 
came His sincere disciples. They were alone 
with Him when He raised the little dead 
girl to life, the daughter of Jairus, the ruler of 
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the synagogue. They were with Him when 
He fed the five thousand people with but five 
barley loaves and two small fishes, — the small 
supply which, St. Andrew assured Him, was 
the only store for hospitality which they pos- 
sessed. The famishing people were fed with 
angel's food that day. It was no earthly bread, 
for the fragments gathered up afterwards 
replaced the first supply. When the hunger 
of the multitude was satisfied, when the 
people had been sent to their own homes, and 
the disciples had gone in a ship to the other 
side of the lake, our Saviour still remained 
in the wilderness where He had fed the five 
thousand. 

' '' Cold mountains, and the midnight air, 
Witnessed the fervour of His prayer." 

He spent long hours, whole nights, in lonely 
prayer, in holy commune with His heavenly 
Father ; and now, after having thus miracu- 
lously fed the people. He still remained in 
the wilderness. 

'The disciples were sailing on the sea in 
the middle of the night — it was a rough, bois- 
terous night — and they were awake and 
watchful, when suddenly they saw something 
bright and white in the distance; steadily 
and surely it drew nearer to the ship, and at 
length assumed a human form. " It must be 
a spirit," the troubled disciples cried out ; and 
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they were filled with a strange terror, when 
suddenly a sweet, well-known voice was 
heard. "Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid," said the voice of their master. Yes, 
indeed it was He, our Saviour Himself, walk- 
ing upon the waves of the stormy sea. Oh, 
how glad the disciples were ; but Peter at 
once cried out, " Lord, if it be Thou, bid me 
come unto Thee on the water." "Come," 
said our Saviour. Peter immediately flung 
himself over the side of the ship, intending 
to walk upon the waves as he saw his Master 
doing. But Peter had many lessons to learn 
yet He had to learn that his duty was to 
obey, to imitate his Master in all lowly obedi- 
ence, not to strive to be equal to Him in His 
divinely miraculous power. One moment the 
aspiring apostle trod the waves in full faith, 
the next he sank. " Lord, save me, I perish," 
he cried with despairing breath. Immediately 
his Saviour's hand was stretched forth. " O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt ? " said Jesus ; and, thus borne up by 
his Saviour, the disciple once more was re- 
ceived into the ship. Then the stormy wind 
ceased its roarmg, the waves were hushed 
to a gentle calm, while a deep, reverential 
awe settled upon the hearts of all the dis- 
ciples. They, too, had learned the lesson 
taught to St. Peter; and they said to each 



62 THE FISHERMEN OF GALILEE. 

other in solemn earnestness, " Of a truth this 
is the Son of God." 

' Thus for three years were the four friends 
from the Lake of Galilee taught by their 
Divine Master the lessons He wished them to 
learn. They, with the other disciples, followed 
Him wherever He went During those three 
years they saw the blind receive their sight, 
the deaf their power of hearing, the dumb 
their power of speech ; the lame man leaped 
rejoicing from his couch at the presence of 
the Saviour, the lepers were cleansed, while 
raving madmen sat clothed and c§lm, listen* 
ing to the words of the Son of God, who had 
restored their long lost reason. Every day 
the disciples learned to love and reverence 
their Master more truly. Sometimes Jesus 
would take them out into the fields, and there 
tell them some pleasant, beautiful story or 
parable, which made clear to their minds the 
lesson He wished them to learn. 

'Now St. Peter was naturally of a very 
hasty disposition, and one day, when he was 
feeling very angry, I suppose, with some one 
who was in the habit of provoking him, he 
came to Jesus, and asked Him openly, "Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him ? Until seven times ? " 
And Jesus said, "I say not unto thee until 
seven times, but until seventy times seven." 
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Then Jesus told them all a parable, to make 
clear to them the duty of forgiveness, the 
terrible sin of an unforgiving spirit. You 
may read the parable aloud now, Daisy, from 
the latter part of the i8th chapter of St. 
Matthew's Gospel. 

' Yes. Who would not wish to have heard 
that parable told as it was that day? Yet 
how thankful we ought to be that we can 
read it for ourselves, and thus learn God's 
holy will. It is very hard for some people to 
forgive an enemy ; but we must never excuse 
an unforgiving spirit in ourselves, since we 
know how hateful it is in the sight of God. 
And we must take care that we do not tempt 
others to be unforgiving, by our pride in re- 
fusing to confess ourselves in the wrong ; for 
we may rest very well assured, that if God 
will not forgive us, unless we from our hearts 
forgive our brother his trespasses, neither will 
He receive our prayers, unless we confess our 
sin to those whom we have injured, and thus 
be reconciled to our brother. 

* Thus teaching, healing the diseased, rejoicing 
the hearts of all who loved Him, our Saviour 
spent those three last years of His earthly 
life. The twelve apostles were now accom- 
panied by seventy disciples; but the first 
called — the fishermen from the Lake of Galilee 
—were the best beloved, the most highly 
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honoured by their divine Master. Our 
Saviour did not mean to stay upon earth 
always. He kriew that the time was fast 
approaching when the last enemy to be over- 
come for man must be vanquished. To gain 
strength for this final battle, our Saviour now 
went northwards to the coasts of Caesarea 
Philippi ; and as they journeyed, He asked 
His disciples what people said of Him. They 
answered, that some people said He was John 
the Baptist come to life again, others that He 
was one of the ancient prophets. Then Jesus 
turned upon them, and asked them clearly 
and distinctly to speak for themselves : " But 
whom say ye that I am } " And Simon Peter 
answered and said : " Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God." And Jesus answered 
and said unto him : " Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. And I say also unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my Church ; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 

'Was not this high honour for the poor 
Galilean fisherman, to be thus entrusted with 
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the keys of the kingdom of heaven ? Daisy, 
do you remember when heaven was first 
made ? ' 
' Oh, no, papa ; was it not from everlasting?' 
*In a sense, yes, Daisy, but in another 
sense, no. Read the 6th, 7th, and 8th verses 
of the first chapter of the book of Genesis. 
Yes ; you see there that God divided the 
waters, and made a firmament, and the firma- 
ment He called heaven. The firmament 
called heaven divided the waters upon the 
earth from the waters above the firmament 
We see the waters upon our earth, we see the 
lights God placed in the firmament ; but this 
is all we can see with mortal eyes. Now 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor, in his Life of our 
Saviour^ remarks that in the Old Testament 
the prophets and ministers of God are spoken 
of figuratively as shepherds, while the first 
charge, the first promise given to the New 
Testament ministers was, that *' they should 
be fishers of men." Now it seems to me — and 
although I have not happened to meet with 
the idea in any book, I fancy it must have 
been the thought of the early Church also— 
that the reason why the Christian Church was 
so often represented as a ship — the first apostles 
were called fromamongfishermen — was simply 
that the kingdom of heaven must be gained 

by "passing through the waters." As our 

E 
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Saviour Himself taught His fishermen: 
" Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a net that was cast into the sea, and gathered 
of every kind ; which when it was full they 
drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered 
the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 
So shall it be at the end of the world, — the 
angels shall come forth, and s^v^t the wicked 
from the just." 

' The kingdom of Christ is not of this world, 
it is over the souls of men ; and the gospel 
net thrown by the great fishermen, under the 
guidance of their Saviour, will draw over 
spirits from out of the waters that be under 
the firmament upwards into the light and 
purity of the kingdom of heaven. 
, * The keys of that kingdom were entrusted 
to St. Peter upon the day that he was enabled 
to receive the revelation from God that Jesus 
was the " Christ, the Son of the living God ; " 
for it IS indeed upon that great truth, that 
confession, that the Christian Church is built. 

'The travellers at length arrived at a high 
mountain. St. Peter, St. James, and St. John 
alone ascended it with their Master. The other 
disciples remained at the foot of the moun- 
tain while these three ascended. But even 
then, on the mountain height, our Saviour 
went apart a short distance, in order that He 
might pray. While He was thus engaged. 
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the weary disciples fell asleep ; but, suddenly 
awakening, they saw the most wonderful and 
glorious sight of our Saviour's Transfigura- 
tion. He was there, but radiant with celes- 
tial glory, His poor, home-made garments 
gleaming with brilliant glory, pure and white, 
so as no fuller on earth could white them. 
And with Him were two figures, not of earth: 
Moses, the man of God, and Elijah the Tish- 
bite, over whom death could gain no power. 
The apostles gazed in reverent ecstasy. At 
length St. Peter spoke : " Lord, it is good to 
be here ; and if Thou wilt, let us build here 
three tabernacles ; one for Thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias." But even while 
the apostle spoke, a cloud overshadowed them, 
and* then a heavenly voice was heard, saying, 
" This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him." 

*The three apostles knew very well that St. 
John the Baptist had affirmed that the voice 
from heaven, "the which sent me to baptize," 
had declared our Saviour to be "the Son of 
God." And now at length they heard that 
heavenly voice themselves, just as their fore- 
fathers had heard it under Mount Sinai. 
Many years afterwards, when St. Peter was 
an old man, expecting every day the death 
which he foresaw approaching, he wrote these 
words, which you will find in the 2d epistle, 
the 1st chapter, i6th verse: "For we have 
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not followed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known unto you the power and 
comiiig of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye-witnesses of His majesty. Fpr He re- 
ceived from God the Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice to Him from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. And this voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we 
were with Him in the holy mount." 

'Yes ! our Saviour went up into that lonely 
mountain to receive strength from His Father 
for the coming death-struggle which he knew 
awaited Him; and the three favoured apostles 
received then such an assurance of the divinity 
of their Master, of the truth of ancient pro- 
phecies concerning Him, as confirmed their 
faith through every persecution. That was 
the most sublime event the apostles had ever 
witnessed. They were on the mountain height ; 
the summit was gained. They had heard the 
voice of God. They had seen something of the 
rapturous glory of that heaven whose portals 
had been unclosed for the passage of Moses 
and Elijah. They had felt an unutterable 
longing to remain in that holy, rapturous 
rest ; but no ! down the steep mountain side 
they must now go, down, ever downward, until 
the path ended in Pilate's judgment-hall and 
Calvary's cross.' 
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THE LABOURERS, 

When the Master at the gate 
Pays the labourers who wait, — 
They who laboured from the mom. 
Who the noontide heats have borne, 
They whose later work began 
When the sun had reached his span ; 
Equal wages each receive. 
None may o'er that payment grieve. 

They who work for God on earth 

Take their wages, * Heavenly Birth.* 

If the labourer be a king. 

In whose ears the warnings ring : 

' Hardly may a rich man see 

Heaven and its felicity ; ' 

The Master knows his every care, 

Sees each fight 'gainst Satan's snare. 

King or cottar working there. 
One wage receive, one payment share. 
The rich He warned, the poor He blessed. 
Receive His wages, * Heavenly Rest.' 
Unequal seems the labour here, 
Unequal trials, gifts appear ; 
Yet in the Father's house above 
Each labourer meets with Equal Love. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE MIRACLES AND TEACHING OF CHRIST. 




APA, you said last Sunday that St. 
Peter ought not to have wished 
to work miracles. Why ought he 
not ? It seems to me it would be so glorious 
to be able to work miracles. And do you 
know, papa, in an old book in the library, I 
read one day about a man who had walked 
upon the water ? * 

* Yes, Daisy, I remember reading that my- 
self, but I do not know that the history was 
very well authenticated; although I should 
be very sorry to say that such a thing was 
impossible, since I believe that " everything is 
possible to him that believeth." But, Daisy, 
although I do not think it impossible, I have 
always striven to teach you the true use of 
faith, as taught to us by our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who resisted the temptation of Satan 
to work a miracle for His preservation from 
death, by the answer, " Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God." There are certain limits 
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to our mortal powers, and whoever ventures 
to overpass those limits is presumptuous. 
" The secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God ; but the things which He hath revealed 
belong to us and to our children for ever." 
God may reveal Himself, as He did to Moses, 
to Elijah, to Joshua ; and when He does thus 
reveal Himself, it is to bestow some gift for 
the good of the world, and that gift must be 
received and used in loving and lowly obedi- 
ence to His law.* 

'And, Daisy, papa said that St. Peter 
ought not to have wished to be equal with 
our Saviour. That was what you meant, 
papa, was it not t * 

* Yes, Lily, it was very much what I meant. 
Our Saviour Himself could scarcely be said 
to work miracles ; they existed wherever He 
was present. It was natural that He to 
whom all elemental powers were subject 
should walk upon the water when He wished, 
should command the waves and the winds to 
silence, should summon the inhabitants of the 
water to do His bidding. The fresh powers 
of human life revived in His presence, as 
naturally as does the opening flower expand 
in the fresh beams of the morning sun. The 
Sun of Righteousness could not shine upon 
our earth without the "healing in His wings" 
becoming manifest. Angels ministered unto 
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Him, and even Satan's evil angels confessed 
His presence, and, as they fled from their 
strongholds, acknowledged Him as " the Son 
of God." 

' No, Daisy ; if you have any wish to work 
miracles, pray to God to enlighten the dark- 
ness of your understanding, and then submit 
yourself in lowly reverence to His teaching, 
and you will soon perceive that there are 
miracles wrought around you every day and 
every hour. Study the book of God dis- 
played before our eyes, both on earth and in 
heaven, and you will learn the first, best lesson 
of humility. There are miracles wrought 
around us every day. We are not permitted 
to wish to be exalted above our fellow mortals 
by the power of walking upon the water ; but 
the simplest working man will compel that 
water, when converted into steam, to bear us 
over land or ocean at his pleasure. We are 
forbidden by our Christian faith ,to call down 
lightning from heaven for the destruction of 
our enemies; yet the skilled workman will 
show us how to extract the electric fluid from 
the elements, and compel it to write and 
carry our messages for thousands of miles. 
Surely all these things are miraculous ; they 
were once among the " secret things," but have 
now been " revealed " to us by God, and will 
remain " ours and our children's for ever," if 
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they be used in obedience to the law of God, 
who gave man power over these elements. 

' There was once a man who thought, as you 
think, Daisy, that it would be glorious to be 
able to work miracles. His name was Simon 
Magus ; he lived in Samaria, and was what is 
called a magician, that is, he knew more of 
the power of electricity than most of the 
people around him ; and he used this know- 
ledge secretly, in order to gain power over 
other people, and thus make himself "glori- 
ous." Now the apostles went down to Samaria 
to preach the gospel. Simon heard of the 
miracles worked by the holy apostles, and at 
once supposed that they also were magicians ; 
so he went to them, and watched them, but 
he soon found out his mistake. The miracles 
wrought by the apostles were no magical 
effects of secretly used electricity. He could 
not understand it, but he became convinced 
that the new religion was a mighty power ; 
and therefore he offered himself for baptism, 
and was not refused. Shortly afterwards St. 
Peter went down to Samaria, and when he 
prayed to God to send down the Holy Ghost 
upon the infant Samaritan Church, his prayer 
was answered ; the Holy Spirit descended, 
and those upon whom St Peter laid his 
hands were filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Then Simon Magus came to St. Peter, and 
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offered him money, saying, "Give me also 
this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, 
he may receive the Holy Ghost." Do you not 
see, Daisy, that although this man professed 
to be a Christian, his inmost wish, the desire 
of his heart, was still, "Give me this power"? 
But St. Peter answered him sternly: "Thy 
money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot 
in this matter ; for thy heart is not right in 
the sight of God. Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee." 
The gift of the Holy Ghost is the gift of 
God, not to be purchased, not to be acquired 
by the power of man, but to be prayed for 
reverently, and received as it shall be bestowed, 
for many and various are the gifts of the 
Spirit. They are enumerated by St. Paul, who 
had himself received so abundantly. And 
what did he esteem the best gift, Daisy } he 
who had not only been permitted to work 
miracles, but had also been " caught up into 
the third heaven!" — he to whom "the Captain 
of the Lord's host" had revealed Himself, 
unasked, and most assuredly unsought ! 
"Covet earnestly the best gifts," said St. 
Paul. And what did he esteem the best gift } . 
Not the Pentecostal gift of speaking new 
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tongues, not the gift of prophecy, not the un- 
derstanding of mysteries, not even the power 
of working miracles, but that charity, that 
love, which seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked ; which thinketh no evil ; which re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth ; which beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
This is the best gift, Daisy, for it includes all 
the rest; and this gift I covet not only for 
ourselves, but for all mankind. 

' And now I am afraid that Lily will think 
that she is not to hear anything about the 
four fishermen to-night/ 

'Not fishermen, papa, now; they are apostles 
now.' 

* Fishers of men, Lily, you remember ; and 
we left them coming down from the Moun- 
tain of Transfiguration. Then, as I said 
before, the last journey to Jerusalem was 
undertaken ; and as they went, two of those 
who had been with Jesus on the holy mount, 
the two sons of Zebedee, St. James and St. 
John, presumed to ask for themselves the 
seats upon His right hand and His left hand, 
when He should enter into His -kingdom. 
It is sad to think what the feelings of our 
Saviour must have been when this request 
was made. It is almost possible to imagine - 
the look of sorrowful pity with which He 
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must have regarded them when He said, 
" Are ye able to drink of the cup that I 
shall drink of, and to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with ? " What 
cup was that which He meant when He 
thus spoke? Ah, that was the cup whose 
approach, in the Garden of Gethsemane, drew 
from Him tears of blood, — that cup which He 
drained to the dregs for our sake on Calvary's 
cross. A terrible and a presumptuous gift 
to ask, we say, who partly know what was 
meant by those words ; but to the two apostles 
any cup which their Master tasted seemed 
precious, and they answered at once, "We- 
are able." Then their wish was granted as 
to being like their Master, in suffering for the 
salvation of men ; but the seats of honour in 
heaven were not His to give; they should be 
given. He said, to those for whom His Father 
in heaven hsyl prepared them. 

* When the other disciples heard what St. 
James and St. John had been seeking, they 
were very angry with the brothers, and there 
was great disputing, until our Saviour gathered 
them all round Him, and told them that 
though the heathen did seek for authority 
and dominion, it must not be so among His 
disciples ; for, said He, " Whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister ; 
and whosoever will be chief, let him be your 
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servant. Even as the Son of man came not 
to be ministerd unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many." 

* Then the two Galilean brothers, James and 
John, grieved our Saviour again. When some 
Samaritans refused to receive their Master 
because He was going to Jerusalem, the chief 
city of their hated rivals, the disciples asked 
boldly if they might not call down fire from 
heaven, to destroy the inhospitable villages. 
Our Saviour was hungry and weary, but He 
told the brothers at once that they knew not 
the spirit they w^re of ; they did not perceive 
how Satan was tempting them : " The Son 
of man is not come to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them," said their Master. Again, 
St. John came tp bis Master and told Him 
that they had seey> one casting out devils in 
His name, byt they had forbidden him to do 
so, because he was not following them. Once 
more the Sayiour rebuked the ignorant zeal 
of His disciples, assuring them that those 
who were not working against Him were 
working for Him. 

'Now I dare say you think that these 
disciples g^ve our Saviour a great deal of 
trouble. They had seen the marvellous power 
which He possessed, yet they had seen Him 
humbling Himself to the very lowest offices, 
despising no one who came to Him, whether 
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it was the poor, broken .- hearted, repentant 
sinner, who sought Him out for words of 
comfort and forgiveness, or the wretched 
leper, shunned by every man as a noisome 
pestilence, saving only by the divine Son of 
God, who never thought His hands too sacred 
to be laid upon the vilest object of misery. 
They had seen Him, to whose authority the 
winds and the waves, the powers of life and 
death submitted, humble Himself to pay 
tribute to the heathen emperor. 

'They had seen Him enter the lowly homes 
of believing Samaritans, repentant publicans 
and sinners. They had seen Him, for whose 
words of wisdom scribes and Pharisees, lawyers 
and rulers of the synagogue, were waiting, 
turn from His lofty listeners to take the little 
children in His arms, and to bestow His bless- 
ing upon those whom His disciples wished to 
send away to their mothers and their nurses : 
" Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." This was the instruction the dis- 
ciples had received, and yet they could do 
nothing but trouble their Master with their 
quarrels, their disputes, their prayers for the 
highest seats. 

' Thus sorrowful over the faults of His dis- 
ciples, oppressed with the burden of the great 
work He had undertaken, our Saviour passed 
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on to Jerusalem. I think you both know some- 
thing of the purpose for which he was going. 
Yes! The last typical Passover was to be 
eaten, and "the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sins of the world," was to be sacrificed. 

*The fame of "Jesus of Nazareth," as He 
was called, had spread far and wide, and 
wherever He appeared with His disciples, a 
great multitude of people followed Him. He 
entered into Jerusalem in triumphant proces- 
sion, amid glad shouts of "Hosanna in the 
highest ! blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord." It was not only the 
miracles He wrought which stirred up that 
enthusiasm. No! it was because He spoke 
as man had never yet Spoken. He spoke "as 
one having authority." Some of the words 
He spoke during those last days in Jerusalem 
you will find in the 2ist, 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 
and 26th chapters of St. Matthew's Gospel, 
as well as in the latter part of St John's 
Gospel. These two Gospels must always be 
the most precious to us, since both these 
apostles were present when the words were 
spoken. St. John, whose gospel was written 
after the others, tells many things which the 
others do not ; but as he himself says, if all the 
words our Saviour spoke had been written 
down, the world itself would scarcely have 
contained the books. God Himself took care 
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that we should have all that was necessary ; 
and we must daily rejoice in the heavenly 
nourishment provided for our souls in that 
which we do possess. 

* It was during those last days in Jerusalem 
that the poor, sorrowful, repentant sinner was 
assured that God does not leave wretched 
sinners alone in the wilderness of sin, hut 
seeks them out Himself; and that this Good 
Shepherd is not content with gathering His 
sheep together in fine weather and safe places 
only, but rescues His flock from the fangs of 
the wolves, by laying down His life for them. 
At that time, also, the poor prodigal was as- 
sured that he might return empty-handed to 
his Heavenly Father, bringing no costly sacri- 
fice, but simply repentant faith. Then. the 
poor widow's mite was pronounced to be far 
more precious in His eyes than the costliest 
offerings of those who gave grudgingly of their 
abundance. 

* Our Saviour has been called " the Friend 
of Sinners," and indeed " God does commend 
His love towards us, in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us." Yet we must 
remember, that if the loftiest and the wildest 
imagination never yet pictured such a friend 
to sinners as our Saviour Jesus Christ, most 
assuredly sin itself never had so deadly an 
enemy. If our Saviour's loving heart pitied 
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the sinner, it was no helpless pity. No ; He 
not only died for man, but He lived, "that 
we, being delivered out of the hands of our 
enemies, might serve Him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before Him all the 
days of our life." " The love of Christ is a 
love that passeth knowledge;" but we may 
rest assured that we must hate sin as He 
hated it, if indeed we are to be His disciples. 

'The last, or almost the last miracle our 
Saviour wrought was a practical lesson upon 
the holiness, the purity of heart which He 
demands from His disciples ; and although it 
is true that this holiness is His gift alone, we 
must still strive after it, or we shall never 
attain to it 

* Now our Saviour, in His Sermon on the 
Mount, taught His disciples that to covet 
what we ought not to have was as great a 
sin as taking it; that to hate a person was 
. as great a sin as murder. In short. He im- 
pressed upon them, sternly and clearly, the 
absolute necessity that the thoughts and de- 
sires of their hearts should be cleansed. Now 
there have been many great teachers in the 
world, and we may all hear sermons, good 
sermons too, which produce no more effect 
than the summer breeze which stirred the 
leaves of the forest Our Saviour, however, 
took care to illustrate every sermon that He 
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preached. Thus, when He told the weeping 
Martha that He was **the Resurrection and 
the Life," He proved it to her by loosing the 
• bonds in which death had bound her beloved 
brother. When He told His disciples that 
"in His Father's house there were many 
mansions," He proved it to them by rising 
upwards towards those myriad worlds, of 
which they then knew npthing, but which we 
now know to be indeed some of the many 
mansions of which He spoke. 

'Thus our Saviour would not only teach 
His disciples the evil of sinful thoughts, but 
He proved it to them by cursing a fig-tree 
which bore no fruit, but leaves only. The 
disciples heard the curse, the first their Master 
had ever uttered; they noted the strange words 
He had spoken, but did not dare to ask 
the reason. The next morning they came 
to Him: "Master, the fig-tree which thou 
cursedst is withered away." 

*Now, of course our Saviour's love and 
pity were shown in every event of His life. 
He had never yet proved to His disciples 
that He held the powers of destruction. He 
had refused their request to use those powers 
for the destruction of human beings, and had 
reproved them for asking Him to do so. Yet 
this lesson must be taught. He chose, there- 
fore, to destroy a tree, to do that by one word 
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which was the life-long employment of every 
wood-cutter upon Lebanon.- And now, what 
was the lesson thus taught ? At a word, at a 
desire of His, life, healing, and blessing had 
sprung into existence ; now He gave another 
word, another desire, and destruction appeared. 
*'And Jesus said unto them. Have faith in 
God, for verily I say unto you, that whoso- 
ever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
removed, and be thou cast into the sea, and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come 
to pass, he shall have it, whatsoever he saith." 
'Having thus reminded His disciples of the 
awful power of faith, and proved it to them 
by the blasted fig-tree. He next taught them 
the Christian use of faith. "And when ye 
stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught 
against any one, that your Father also, which 
is in heaven, may forgive your trespasses ; 
but if ye do not forgive, neither will your 
Father which is in heaven forgive you your 
trespasses." In all our temptations, then, let 
us try to remember our Saviour's lesson con- 
cerning the blasted fig-tree, and pray most 
earnestly that not only our lips and our hands 
may be freed from every sinful word and work, 
but that the very thoughts and desires of our 
hearts may be cleansed by His spirit, unto 
whom all hearts are open, all desires known.* 
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THE BEST BLESSING. 

If I might ask the best blessing from heaven. 
From the earth, or the air, or the sea, 

I would pray that the blessing so often implored 
Might rest on the world and me ; 

That * the Grace of our Saviour Jesus Christ * 

Might my every thought control. 
And that I might lead the gracious life 

Of a loving Christian soul. 

That the * Love of God,' that mighty Love, 

Might rest on my worthless heady 
And that I might walk in the fearless faith 

Of a child who knows no dread. 

That the * Holy Commune * might be mine 

Which unites the heavenly host. 
The holy thought and the holy deed. 

The ^ of the Holy Ghost. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE SCENE IN JERUSALEM AT THE DEATH 

OF OUR LORD. 




HEN I began to tell you the history 
of the four Galilean friends, I in- 
tended to keep very closely to their 
adventures, and avoid as much as possible any- 
thing like an attempt to narrate the earthly 
life of their Master ; yet this is very difficult 
When the glory of a full moon is flooding 
heaven and earth with beauty, our eyes turn 
instinctively from the fainter, feebler lights 
to its full-orbed glory. It thus seems impos- 
sible to fix our thoughts exclusively upon the 
apostles, when they themselves, living or dead, 
or, as I should say, in the flesh or in the spirit, 
ever turn our eyes and attract our aflections 
to their heavenly Master. 

* We have now followed the brothers and 
friends from the Galilean lake to the teaching 
of St. John the Baptist, and again to their 
old occupations, until they were summoned to 
leave all earthly cares and follow that Master 
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who^ although the birds of the air had nests, 
and the wild beasts had coverts, had not upon 
earth the right to one place where He might 
lay His head. We have now followed them 
up to the last Paschal supper they shall ever 
eat upon earth, for the time foretold by the 
ancient prophets has arrived, and the Lamb 
is to be led forth to the slaughter. Already, 
while the four friends were rejoicing in the 
sacred, holy peace of the festal thanksgiving 
rite, the ministers appointed for sacrifice were 
preparing the altar for the victim. 

'Satan had found a servant even among 
the twelve apostles, and he had sent Judas 
Iscariot to sell " the Lamb of God " to the 
priests for thirty pieces of silver. And yet 
Judas sat with the others, and joined with 
them in the thanksgiving prayers, the holy 
psalms. He was with them when the passover 
was changed into the " Sacrament , of Holy 
Communion." It was no longer to be a 
thanksgiving rite or service in remembrance 
of God's ancient mercies alone, but a means 
of nourishment and strength for the souls 
of His disciples, a perpetual remembrance of 
His death by whose stripes we are healed. 
Nor did this change take place without a new 
commandment : '* A new commandment I 
give unto you," He said, " that ye love one 
another as I have loved you." 
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* When supper was ended, our Saviour took 
a basin and prepared to wash the feet of His 
disciples. They all wondered at this con- 
descension, for it was the duty of the disciples 
to wash the feet of their Master. St. Peter 
at once spoke out : " Thou shalt never wash 
my feet." " If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part in me," replied his Master, No ! the 
highest and the holiest must learn to minister 
unto the weakest and the lowliest " in Christ,*' 
for " if I, your Lord and Master, wash your 
feet, ye also must wash one another's feet." 

' Then our Saviour spoke sorrowfully to the 
disciples, telling them that they would soon 
desert Him and leave Him alone. They all 
denied the possibility of such a thing, and, as 
you know, St. Peter was more earnest in his 
protestations than any of the others. " Though 
I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny 
Thee," he cried earnestly; but his Master 
simply looked upon him, and assured him that 
before the cock crowed he should have denied 
Him thrice. You may be very well assured 
that St Peter determined most stedfastly that 
he never, never would deny his beloved Master. 
Yet you know well that the three friends 
were sleeping at their watch-posts in the 
Garden of Gethsemane — sleeping and waking 
— ^just awakening sufficiently to see some- 
thing of the terrible agony their Master was 
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suffering in His final prayers for strength to 
finish the work He had undertaken ; just 
awakening to hear the oft-repeated prayer: 
"If it be possible, let this cup pass from me, 
yet not my will, but Thine be done ; " waken- 
ing to see that terrible suffering, that agonized 
wrestling in prayer, and then sinking into 
helpless sleep again ; awakening once to see 
an angel comforting their Master, and yet so 
weary were they, or so merciful was God to 
their weakness, that they still slept — slept 
until the clear, firm tones of their Lord, full 
of recovered strength, sounded in their ears: 
"Sleep on now, and take your rest, for he 
that betrayeth me is at hand." 

*Yes, man might now sleep on in safety; 
angels had watched the preparation of " the 
Lamb" for the slaughter, and the sacrificial 
priests were approaching. The three friends 
were still together, still close to their Master, 
when the soldiers, led by the priests, and 
guided by Judas Iscariot, appeared. Who is 
there that can think without horror of that 
awful, traitorous kiss ? Upon the great day 
of atonement, the high priest laid his hands 
upon the head of the sacrificial lamb, and con- 
fessed over its guiltless head the sins of the 
whole nation ; he thus laid the sins of the people 
upon its head, and then with solemn prayer 
sacrificed the spotless lamb, and, sprinkling its 
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fresh blood upon the head of the scapegoat, 
led forth the redeemed scapegoat, forth into 
the desert, where it might wander free for ever. 

'Surely that Judas kiss was the laying 
down of all the sins of humanity upon the 
head of our spotless Lamb ! Never was there 
so awful, so solemn a contact between spotless, 
loving purity, and every sin of our fallen 
nature. " Hail, Master," said the traitor, and 
kissed Him. 

* There are sopie people who try to palliate 
the sin of Judas Iscariot ; partly, I suppose, 
because of his bitter repentance, and also, 
perhaps, because they know that an appointed 
victim must have sacrificing priests. It is 
true that God has evil angels as well as good 
angels ; we all of us work eitiier with God, or 
for Him. If we will not work with God in 
loving service and faithful obedience to His 
commandments, we are still compelled to 
work for Him ; He turns our evil into His 
good. If we reject His blessings. He bestows 
them upon some one else, and we receive the 
lot we have chosen. "The Lamb of God" 
would have been sacrificed without the sin of 
Judas Iscariot The priests did not really need 
his help ; he proffered it because he coveted 
the money which he knew they would give to 
be enabled to entrap their victim without any 
disturbance from His attached followers. 
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'And what became of the four Galilean 
friends? Surely they remained with their 
Master ? Surely they defended Him from that 
midnight attack ? One only, St. Peter, drew 
his sword, and struck off the ear from one of 
the servants of the high priest ; but before any 
more blood could be shed, the Saviour of the 
world, who " came not to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them," stretching forth His hand, 
healed by one touch the wounded ear, and 
then stayed the avenging sword with the 
words : " Put up again thy sword into his 
place : for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I 
cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions 
of angels } But how then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be ? " No ! once 
before, when their Master had forewarned 
them of His approaching death, St. Peter had 
vehemently protested against such a clouding 
over the glorious future for which he and 
his friends were aspiring; but our Saviour 
rebuked His disciple more sharply than He 
had ever done before, saying, " Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan ; thou art an offence unto me, 
for thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but the things that be of man." No ! 
the cross must be endured ; the " Messiah 
who was to be cut off, but not for Himself,** 



THE SANHEDRIM. 93 

He who had been revealed to the prophet 
Daniel four hundred years before, had now 
fulfilled His works. He was ready, He was 
fully prepared for the slaughter; nor would 
He permit any opposition to His Father's 
will, any retreat from His own long-cherished 
plan of redemption. 

* Thus, then. His disciples were not permitted 
to rescue Him ; yet for themselves, were they 
prepared to drink the cup which He was about 
to drink.? No! They all forsook Him and 
fled — left Him alone with the soldiers, who 
bound Him and led Him away to the high 
priest. 

* All the disciples fled at first ; but before 
they had gone far, the hearts of St. Peter and 
St. John repented. They could not endure 
the thought of thus leaving their beloved 
Master alone among His enemies. St. John 
had liberty of access to the high priest, and 
he soon gained permission to be present during 
the trial. St. Peter was standing by the door 
of the palace when his old partner in the 
fishing-boat came to the servants who guarded 
it, and obtained an entrance for his friend also ; 
but St. Peter ventured no farther than the fire 
at the lower end of the hall, where the ser- 
vants were gathered together warming them- 
selves. Here the troubled disciple listened 
to the conversation of those around him, and 
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soon discovered the fate which was prepared 
for his Master. 

* No mere imprisonment would now satisfy 
the Sanhedrim or Council, but the severest 
penalty which the law permitted would be 
demanded. The disciples, who had witnessed 
the daily life of their Master for three years, 
now found themselves among people whose 
hearts were utterly untouched by any divine 
power, saving only a fierce craving for sub- 
mission to the letter of the law ; thus, " The 
Man is guilty of blasphemy, and worthy of 
death," was freely and openly said. 

'Now it is all very well to see how we 
and other people should have acted after the 
temptation is over, but just pity poor Peter 
standing shivering by the fire. He was not 
like Judas ; he did not seek out his sin ; he 
tried hard to resist it. When first he was 
assaulted by Satan with the terror of death, 
he did run away, it is true ; but he repented 
immediately, and followed his Lord at a 
distance. Then the temptation grew fiercer: 
he knew well enough what the punishment 
for blasphemy would be, and thus, when one 
of those around him accused him of being 
a disciple of the prisoner, fear, coward fear, 
overcame every other feeling. He forgot the 
Mount of Transfiguration, forgot the testimony 
of the holy Baptist, forgot all the crowns of 
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miraculous power with which God had encircled 
the brows of His beloved Son ; denied that 
he knew his Lord — denied Him three times 
with bitter oaths, put into his mouth by that 
Satan whom he was obeying by this terrible 
denial. "This night, before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice," said his. Saviour 
at the holy supper. 

'Now at one end of the great hall was 
Jesus, guarded by soldiers, but divinely con- 
scious of all which passed at the other end 
of the hall. Near the door, by the fire, stood 
Peter, quivering with fear, unconscious of any- 
thing but a selfish desire to save his own life, 
and saying bitterly, " I know not the man." 
Then the cock crew, and Jesus, looking down 
the hall, met the eyes of His fallen follower. 
One look, one look alone from those loving 
eyes was needed, and then " Peter went out 
and wept bitterly." 

* Thus, through the rest of that sorrowful 
night, our Saviour was left among the cruel 
soldiers — I dare not say alone, for I believe 
that St. John still remained as near to his 
Master as he was permitted, yet alone in the 
largest sense of the word. He most assuredly 
was alone in enduring the taunts of the 
soldiers, who mocked Him, and said that He 
wanted to make Himself a king, although, 
as you well know, our Saviour had always 
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taught His disciples that His kingdom was 
over the souls of men, and had set them an 
example of paying tribute to whom tribute 
was due. The time had not yet arrived when 
kings would count it their greatest honour to 
acknowledge Him as their Lord and Master, 
their greatest pride to guard their crowns for 
Him. But even when that day shall have 
fully arisen, when all the kingdoms of the 
world shall have become the kingdoms of our 
God and of His Christ, even then the words 
will still be true, " My kingdom is not of this 
world." The kingdom of heaven is within us 
in its first kindling growth, but its full fruition 
can be gained by the Christian but as it was 
gained by his Master, — through the gates of 
the valley of the shadow of death. It is in 
truth a kingdom not of this world. 

'At length the weary night ended. The 
priests had already condemned our Saviour 
to death for blasphemy, but they could not 
put this sentence into execution without the 
consent of the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. 
Friday morning dawned. Now the Jewish 
Sabbath begins at sunset on Friday, The 
priests were therefore very anxious that 
their victim should be sacrificed before the 
Sabbath feast and rest, which lasted until 
Saturday evening. Of course Pilate would 
hear no cause, give no sentence, so late in the 
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day, and by the next day the friends of Jesus, 
some of His rich disciples, would have had 
time to gather a band of defence round 
their beloved Master. All this the priests 
knew, so they determined to use every 
effort to induce the governor to give sen- 
tence for immediate execution, and in the 
early morning they led their prisoner to 
Pilate. 

* Again there was a difficulty. The Roman 
law could not condemn a man to death for 
saying that he was " the Son of God." Pilate 
would not hear this accusation ; the priests 
therefore brought forward that accusation 
which they knew well the weak governor 
would not be able to resist. In His trial 
before the Jewish Sanhedrim, the high priest 
had rent his clothes, and pronounced the 
prisoner worthy of death for blasphemy, 
when he found that our Saviour did not deny 
that He was the Son of God, but confirmed 
the accusation. In the trial before Pontius 
Pilate, the accusation soon became, " He 
maketh Himself a king," and, " If thou let 
this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend." 
Pilate asked Jesus if this accusation were true. 
** Art thou the King of the Jews ? " he said. 
Jesus answered, " My kingdom is not of this 
wofld, else would my servants fight" Our 
Saviour added some other gentle words, which 
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• 

made the heathen governor afraid to give the 
order for His execution. 

* While he was still hesitating, Pilate's wife 
sent to him, saying, "Have thou nothing to do 
with that just man, for I have suffered many 
things in a dream because of Him." 

'Now Pilate did not really want to have 
Jesus crucified; so when somebody said 
that He came from Galilee, Pilate at once 
remembered that Herod the Tetrarch of 
Galilee was in Jerusalem, and he deter- 
mined to send Jesus to Herod, as being 
subject to Herod's jurisdiction. For Pilate 
saw the truth very clearly ; he saw that the 
priests were jealous of Jesus, — jealous be- 
cause God had bestowed upon Him such 
miraculous power ; jealous that He, being a 
poor man, had won the reverential love of 
thousands, rich and poor, Romans, Greeks, 
Canaanites, and Jews. Was this man to be 
permitted to drive the money-changers from 
the temple of God, to purify it from their 
authorized buying and selling, and call the 
glorious temple His " Father's house" ? No ! 
The priests were jealous, evidently jealous, of 
this lowly-born Nazarene ; and Pilate thought 
it would be a happy escape from, his perplexi- 
ties if he sent his prisoner to the King of 
Galilee, leaving him to answer to their maiter 
Tiberius if any revolt really occurred. 
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' Now Herod was delighted to find that he 
had at last an opportunity of seeing Jesus. 
He had heard of Him so often in Galilee, 
that he wished to hear Him preach ; wanted, 
no doubt, to hear some of the beautiful 
parables with which pur Saviour used to in- 
struct His di3ciples ; and, greatest desire of 
all, wished to see some miracle performed. 
But what happened when this " Son of a 
Nazarene carpenter " was thus brought before 
the King of Galilee ? Did the royal authority, 
which had already shown its power by be- 
heading one prophet of God, compel this 
lowly-born Galilean subject to answer his 
questions.^ No! There was a wonderful 
mistake as to the birthplace^ of the prisoner. 
Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, had not the 
very least authority over Him. Jesus, the 
Son of God, Christ, the Son of the Virgin 
Mary, was bom in Bethlehem of Judea, where 
His earthly ancestor, King David, had been 
born. It was from Bethlehem Ephratah He 
had conje fprth who was to be "Ruler in 
Israel, whose goings forth had been from of 
old, from everlasting." Thus, though Herod 
was king of Galilee, he found that " Jesus of 
Nazareth " (as He was called) was not sub- 
ject to him ; he could not compel or induce 
Him, by use of all hi.$ royal authority, to 
speak one word, answer one question ; silence, 
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sad, awful silence, was all the answer which 
the executioner of St. John the Baptist re- 
ceived to his questions. At length, finding 
he could do nothing with Him, Herod robed 
his prisoner in royal robes, and after joining 
with the soldiers in their cruel mockery, sent 
Him back to Pilate. Again Pilate tried to 
save the patient, long-suffering prisoner ; he 
offered to release Him, as it was the custom 
to " pass over " the sins, to release some 
prisoner, at the feast of the Passover, in 
memory of the release gained by their fore- 
fathers from Egyptian slzLvery. But all 
Pilate's efforts to save his prisoner were vain. 
The high priest, speaking in his priestly 
capacity, had affirmed that it was " expedient 
one man should die for the people, that the 
whole nation perish not." If Barabbas died, 
he died not for the people but for his own 
sins, for he was a robber and a murderer. 
No ! " The Lamb of God," without spot or 
blemish, the only One who could lay down His 
life for the sins of others, must be sacrificed ; 
and it was the cry of those who were working 
unconsciously for God which was heard re- 
sounding through the Praetorium in answer to 
Pilate's offer to release Jesus: " Not this man, 
but Barabbas." No! crowned with thorns, 
robed in a scarlet robe, with a reed in His 
hand for a sceptre, the prisoner was at length 
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led forth by Pilate, with these simple words, 
" Behold the Man." 

*Then the weak-minded governor washed 
his hands before the multitude, saying, " I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person ; see 
ye to it." And once more that strangely 
inspired cry rang forth : " His blood be upon 
us, and upon our children !" 

* O Lamb of God ! Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, grant us Thy peace. 
Long has that blood rested upon the children 
of Israel in terrible warning and deadly horror. 
Men have shrunk from them as from some 
accursed thing. When wilt Thou in Thine in- 
finite mercy wash away in that precious blood 
all sin, melt by that sacred token all hardness 
of heart } O Israel ! thou who once wrestled 
as a prince with God, and prevailed, wilt thou 
not awaken from thy long sleep.? wilt thou 
not at last raise thine eyes to look upon Hihi 
whom thou hast pierced .? and cry no longer 
with expectant heart, "When will the Lord 
visit His people? When will He turn again 
their captivity as the rivers in the south ? 
When will He behold and visit His vine?" 
but, awakening from out thy night of long 
centuries, tear away the veil from thine eyes 
and thine heart, and cry with united voice, 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for 
He hath visited and redeemed His people "— 
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" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, for He 
was slain for us ! " 

*No sooner did the traitor Judas Iscariot 
find out the full result of his covetousness, of 
his ungrateful treachery, than he saw his sin 
in its true light ; lie repented bitterly. It was 
too late now for him to undo what he had 
done. He was not able to stay that terrible 
sacrifice which nitist take place. Yet what he 
could do he did. His very heart ached, and 
was torn with anguish. We may be very sure 
the money which had tempted him was loath- 
some in his eyes. Life was too heavy a burden 
to be borne, if he must live as the murderer of 
that sacred, loving Master. He had perhaps 
expected that the priests would imprison our 
Saviour, possibly send Him away from Jeru- 
salem; but that they would thus give Him up 
to crucifixion, he never seems to have expected. 

*The heart-broken traitor returned to the 
Council, and throwing down the thirty pieces 
of silver, cried bitterly, " I have sinned, in that 
I have betrayed innocent blood." "What 
IS that to us? see thou to that," was the 
haughty reply of the priests. Judas was 
nothing to them now ; his declaration that his 
Master was innocent was of no avail. They 
knew well that He was innocent of the crime 
for which He was sentenced, but — but — " It 
was necessary that one man should die for the 
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people." They were the appointed minis- 
ters of sacrifice, and they remained firm in 
their position. One word from the Sanhedrim 
would have stayed the execution, and Pilate 
would have rejoiced to receive that word ; but 
" it was necessary that one man should die for 
the people." 

' Thus, while the repentant traitor was pass- 
ing from the Sanhedrim, determining to die 
by his own hand, " the Lamb of God " was 
toiling up Mount Calvary, outside the city 
gates, bearing the heavy wooden cross upon 
which He was to be crucified. Many women 
followed Him, weeping sorely ; and St. John, 
the faithful John, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, was there also, with Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. What a sorrowful journey that 
must have been for her I On the road, Jesus 
fainted, for the cross was hard and heavy; 
then the rough soldiers took some little pity 
upon Him, and laid the burden upon a man 
called Simon, from Cyrene, in North Africa. 
The burden was laid upon other shoulders, 
but the journey must not be stayed. On, on, 
up to Mount Calvary ; and there at last the 
declaration of the holy Baptist was fulfilled : 
" The Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sins of the world " was sacrificed, crucified 
between two thieves, amidst the cruel taunts 
and bitter mockery of the wretched sinners 
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for whom He was suffering that deadly agony, 
that lonely, bitter anguish of heart. And 
through those last hours of torture, what 
words did He speak? Did He complain 
of the ungrateful multitude, and ask His 
Heavenly Father to punish the people ? No ! 
'* Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." The trouble of the Redeemer was 
still that men should sin, and His anxiety 
upon the cross was that they should be for- 
given. 

* Where were His disciples } They were 
looking on from afar, still afraid to come 
nearer; but one disciple remained by His 
side, and his loyal fidelity received the best 
blessing his Lord could bestow. Down from 
out of His own cruel torture the Master looked 
lovingly upon His faithful disciple. His weep- 
ing mother. " Woman, behold thy son," He 
said ; then speaking to His faithful follower, 
"Behold thy mother." "And from that 
hour," said St. John afterwards, "that disciple 
took her to his own home." Yes ! it is well 
to cling to those whom we love when they 
are in trouble, for if we can do nothing else, 
we can at least show that we love them. 
St. John did not fear the false accusers ; he 
followed his Master, even to the foot of the 
cross, and there received as his reward His 
last and most sacred trust. 
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* One of the two crucified thieves now re- 
pented. As the hours passed on, all his former 
sinful life must have passed before him, in 
vivid contrast to the spotless purity of the 
" Son of God " beside him. His companion 
railed at the world he was leaving, and 
mocked the quiet majesty of the Redeemer 
who was hanging by his side. But the peni- 
tent at last found words of rebuke for his 
former comrade. " Dost thou not fear God," 
he said, " seeing that thou art in the same 
condemnation t And we indeed justly, for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds : but this 
man hath done nothing amiss.'' 

' Having thus confessed his sin and the 
justice of his sentence, the dying thief turned 
his head to our Saviour, and prayed, " Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into Thy 
kingdom." Was not this a strange request, 
if we look at it with earthly eyes ? — a strange 
request from a dying man to the crucified 
son of a Galilean carpenter ? But looking at 
it with the eyes of faith and the light of 
revelation, it still seems strange, most wonder- 
fully strange, that the first real acknowledg- 
ment of our Saviour's sovereignty, the first 
prayer addressed to Him as the Lord of an 
eternal, unseen kingdom, should thus proceed 
from the lips of a dying malefactor. It does 
seem strange ; and yet we must remember it 
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was a repentant thief, — one who saw his sin, 
who confessed it, and one who put it away from 
him as far as he could, by refusing to call his 
evil good. Wonderful is it, also, that the first 
promise of an entrance into Paradise should 
have been given to that repentant thief. The 
first revelation of God to man was a revelation 
of the rights of property. All the fruit in the 
garden was given to man, saving only one 
tree, which the Creator reserved for Himself. 
Man was not contented with »his plentiful 
supply, but coveted and stole the forbidden 
fruit ; then, having thus stolen, he made no 
confession of sin, brought forth no fruits of 
repentance, but only poor reproaches against 
his tempters. 

* Now when the Lord of Paradise Him- 
self had descended to reopen the gate for 
the admission of His people, a thief again 
appears before Him. Will the flaming sword 
of the cherubim smite the daring intruder? 
Ah no ! It is a thief who has learned at last 
the holiness required from those who would 
see the Lord, — a thief who, by lowly, contrite 
prayer to the Lord of Paradise, resumes his 
allegiance to his Lord. Sin is removed, is 
vanquished, and "the Saviour of the world " 
carries with Him the purified soul of the 
repentant thief, through the valley of the 
shadow of death, on through the hosts of the 
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angels of God who joy over repenting sinners, 
on through the gates of Paradise, as the first- 
fruits of redemption, to be laid at the feet 
of His Father in heaven. " I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance," 
said our Saviour. Then let those who feel 
their sin rejoice with adoring gratitude over 
the infinite pity of Him who did not choose 
the rich, the learned, the conquerors of earth, 
as His first offering to His Father, but was 
not ashamed to bear a repentant thief by the 
hand, through the adoring hosts of angels, 
archangels, cherubim^ and seraphim, on to 
the eternal throne. 

* Happy are the angels who have never 
sinned ; they, at least, can feel that they were 
not the cause of that bitter sorrow of their 
Lord. Yes! it is a happy thing to be the 
elder son, who is always with his father, — the 
son who has never eaten the husks with the 
swine, the son who has never sinned. Yet 
though sorrow and shame must ever be the lot 
of the sinner, surely their love should be the 
sincerest, the deepest, who know that He, the 
pure and holy One, the divine Son of God, 
counts that agony as nothing, and "is satis- 
fied when He has seen of the travail of His 
soul," " when by His stripes we are healed." 
"This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." 

' Yes ! but before that time arrived, there 
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was a deep, bitter agony to be endured. Six 
hours the dying Saviour hung upon the cross, 
suffering from every wound in His sorely- 
scourged body ; suffering from thirst, and at 
last suffering from the assault of man's great 
enemy, Death, who brought with him the 
terrible overclouding separation from the 
divine Father's presence. " My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me .^ " was the 
bitter cry. And yet this was the Lord of 
Paradise. Why did He thus cry ? Because 
He had undertaken to destroy the power of 
death over man. More than seven hundred 
years before this time, He had proclaimed by 
His prophet Hosea : " I will ransom them 
from the power of the grave, I will redeem 
them from death. O death, I will be thy 
plague ; O grave, I will be thy destruction.'* 
In order to do this, He must wrestle with 
death, not as the Lord of Paradise, for over 
Him death could claim no power, but as man 
— man, born of a woman. Was He able to do 
this when " forsaken by His Father ? " None 
but One over whom sin had no power could 
do it. The struggle was terrible; the sky 
was darkened, the earth quaked, the veil of 
the temple was rent, and then there was a 
great cry, " It is finished ! " 

* Finished I How } Death has all that he 
can claim. There lies the cold, stiff body for 
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the weeping mother and the repentant dis- 
ciples, rich and poor, to bury in the new tomb 
wherein man never yet was laid. And thus, 
through the evening and night of Friday, 
through Saturday, and part of Sunday morn- 
ing, it lay. But very early on Sunday morning 
death was spoiled of his prey ; vainly had he 
striven to bind the Redeemer of the world. 
*'God did not suffer His holy One to see cor- 
ruption." During those hours where had the 
Redeemer of the world been? — he who had 
submitted to every extremity to which every 
man is exposed ? — he '* who was tempted in 
all things like as we are, yet without sin ? *' 
Death had wrestled with his victim, but the 
last cry had been one of triumph : *' It is 
finished!" As a conqueror. He had entered 
the dread domain of man*s great executioner. 
Never, since the first man had submitted to 
death, had one appeared before that awful 
power who was not straightway accursed by 
sin, and borne away to the reward of his 
deeds. But now the human soul of the man 
Jesus, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, 
entered through the gates victorious. Sin 
shrank from that pure, holy presence. *' The 
sting of death is sin," but sin dared not ap- 
proach to give that final sting. Sin had been 
resisted, vanquished, compelled to flee from 
before the presence of this Son of man, the 
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very first who had ever entered that invisible 
world unstung by the serpent death's dread 
fang. " The sting of death is sin, but thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

* From that moment man was no longer the 
slave of sin, the captive of hell, the prisoner 
of death. No ! the Son of m?in entered the 
gloomy valley as ^ victorious conqueror ; and 
as some adventurous warrior qnt^rs into the 
vile den of a slave-ship, and straightway frees 
the wretched captives from their fate, unlooses 
their fetters, redeems them from their bondage, 
purifies every foul stronghold by his freebom 
might and power, 30 had the Son of God, who 
in His humility had taken upon Himself our 
nature, at length redeemed it from every 
tyrant. He had indeed "preached good 
tidings unto the meek ; " He had indeed 
" healed the broken-hearted ;" and now at last 
He entered into " the prison-house, to set at 
liberty them that are boui>d." His soul had 
been made an ''offering for sin." This was 
necessary; but this having be^n done. He 
could now reveal Himself, as He did to St. 
John, as " He that liveth, and was dead," the 
Eternal Guardian of the key3 pf Death and 
of Hell.' 
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EASTER. 

From a death to Thee, my God, 
I>eath which owns no chastening rod. 
Death which feels no Father's smile, 
Death no love can warm or wile, — 
From a living death to Thee, 
Lord, my resurrection be I 

From a narrow, lonely grave, — 
Self-enclosed, self-righteous grave ; 
From a grave where I can sleep. 
Calm, by hearts too worn to weep. 
Dead with sin, I cry to Thee, 
Lord, my resurrection be I 

From this dark and deadly night. 

To truth, to purity, to light ; 

From cold unthankfulness and pride, 

To lowly love full satisfied ; 

For His sake who died for me. 
Lord, my resurrection be I 
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CHAPTER VII. 



AFTER THE RESURRECTION. 




UR last conversation was so very 
solemn, that I feared afterwards I 
had spoken more as if I were 
speaking to mamma than to her children, 
and had forgotten again how young you both 
are.' 

'Oh, papa! I loved it, and I never once 
tried to understand it.' 

' And you, Daisy ? ' 

' Perhaps I did not quite fully understand 
all you said, papa, but I did not want to in- 
terrupt you once ; and I was very sorry when 
you were obliged to stop, for you seemed to 
make me understand so much more clearly 
what it means, " A thankful remembrance of 
His death." ' 

' And me too, papa ; when I went to bed, 
I felt as if I never, never could be thankful 
enough for all our Saviour did for us.' 

* That is all I wish for ; if I am enabled to 

arouse and strengthen your gratitude, I am 

H 
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thankful. And now we must return to the 
history of the four fishermen of Galilee. 

'Very early on Sunday morning, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome went to the sepulchre. When 
they reached it they saw a bright angel, who 
told them that Jesus had risen from the dead. 
They could hardly understand what the angel 
meant, but ran back to tell the disciples. 

'Immediately St. Peter and St John set 
off ; and St. John, who was the youngest, ran 
the fastest, and reached the sepulchre first. 
It was a sort of cave in the rock, and a large 
stone had been rolled up to the entrance, 
which was secured by a seal. But now the 
seal was broken, the stone rolled away. St 
John stood looking into the sepulchre, but 
did not venture in until St Peter came ; then 
they entered, and found the sepulchre empty ; 
the burial clothes were there rolled up, but 
the body of Jesus was not After searching 
carefully, the two disciples returned to tell 
their friends what they had seen, but Mary 
the Magdalene still lingered near the place. 
She stood weeping silently. She was but a 
woman, with a woman's faithful, loving heart ; 
she was not learned, — she could not under- 
stand why "it was expedient that one man 
should die for the people ; ** she only knew 
that her Saviour, He at whose word evil 
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spirits fled^ He at whose bidding health and 
life returned to the stricken frame, He who 
spake as man never yet had spoken, had 
been cruelly crucified ; and now, when from 
her abundant riches she had brought precious 
spices wherewith to embalm that precious 
body — now, when she had come to pay the 
last, the only duty she could perform for it, 
the body was gone, most probably it was 
stolen — who could say where it was ? After 
a while, Mary did what we should have done 
in her case, — she looked into the tomb again, 
to see whether she might have been mistaken. 
Stooping down, she saw two bright angels. 
" WomanJ why weepest thou ? ** asked they. 
" Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid Him." 

* While Mary thus spoke, she felt some one 
near, and turning, saw Jesus, but she did not 
know Him ; she thought He was the gardener, 
and said, ** Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will 
take Him away." 

* One word, .and one only, was spoken in 
reply, but it opened the eyes of the weeping 
disciple, for she heard her Master's voice 
calling her by name, " Mary." With one glad 
cry, " Rabboni," she fell down at the feet of 
her risen Lord ; and Jesus spoke calm, kind 
words to her, telling her to return home, and 
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bid His disciples go back to Galilee^ where 
He would meet with them.' 

'After this our Saviour appeared several 
times to His disciples, both at Jerusalem and 
in Galilee. He appeared to two of them 
that same evening, while they were walking 
to Emmaus. Before the disciples found out 
who their travelling companion was, He had 
already filled their hearts with divine faith 
and love, while explaining to them the mean- 
ing of the prophecies which foretold the 
sufferings of the Messiah. " We trusted that 
it had been He which should have redeemed 
Israel," the disciples had said to Him, when 
lamenting the death of their late Master. 
But He, beginning at Moses and the prophets, 
proved to them that " Christ ought to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into His 
glory." 

'When at last, in the quiet room of the 
town, the strange wayfarer stood before them, 
and broke bread after blessing it, their eyes 
also were opened, and they knew their Lord ; 
but before they could speak He had vanished, 
and they were left to happy, sacred remem- 
brance of His words, to wondering surprise 
that they had been so long in recognising 
Him who spoke as man had never yet spoken. 
" Did not our hearts burn within us while He 
spoke to us on the way ? " they said as they 
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returned to Jerusalem to tell the other dis- 
ciples. Thus for forty days — for more than a 
month — our Saviour appeared to His disciples 
at intervals, — appeared in the body which He 
had worn upon earth, yet not now as a human 
being. It is beyond our power to understand 
the way in which the Divinity now exercised 
its divine power over the human body, yet 
most assuredly after the resurrection, "the 
manhood was taken into God.** 

' It was the human body, for to the doubt- 
ing disciple, St. Thomas, this was surely 
proved ; yet it entered through closed doors, 
it ascended in a sort of cloud. " Touch me 
not," was the warning given to the weeping 
Mary ; only to satisfy the doubts of His dis- 
ciple must that body redeemed from death 
be touched by mortal hands. Upon Friday 
afternoon that body hung upon the cross ; it 
had been pierced with a spear, scourged, and 
crowned with thorns, wounded by nails suffi- 
ciently strong to uphold it for six hours upon 
the cross ; and yet on Sunday morning those 
nail-pierced feet were treading the garden of 
the sepulchre; on Sunday evening those 
wounded hands were breaking bread, after 
the crucified body had walked the three miles 
to Emmaus, without the least appearance of 
weakness or failure of the mental powers. 

* Thus, then, you must remember, that al- 
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though this is a mystery beyond our com- 
prehension, it is, happily for us, one which 
is proved most surely by all the Gospels. The 
writer of each Gospel mentions something 
which the others do not, but they all unite 
in relating some of the marvels after the re- 
surrection. St. John, the beloved disciple, 
who lived long after St Peter's death, relates 
one event in connection with this time which 
is not told by the others ; and it seems to me 
to have been added on by the apostle after 
he had, as he thought, finished the Gospel. I 
think it very likely, I may say that I believe 
the last chapter was inspired by the Holy 
Ghost when St. Peter died. The beloved 
disciple, the old partner of the departed saint, 
was then inspired to write the narration of 
St. Peter's full forgiveness by his Saviour, — 
a forgiveness which he had witnessed himself. 
To feel the full beauty, and to receive the 
instruction in that chapter, we must remember 
the question St. Peter once asked his Master : 
" Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him ? Until seven times } 
And Jesus answered and said, I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times; but, Until seventy 
times seven." 

' Now I told you that one great difference 
between our Saviour and every one else was, 
that He not only told and taught people what 
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to do, but He proved it to them by doing it 
Himself. Now Peter had said, "Though I 
should die with Thee, yet will I not deny 
Thee." Yet Peter not only denied that he 
knew his loving Master, but denied Him three 
times, with foul words and oaths. It is true 
that he repented over his sin, and wept bit- 
terly, but his repentance did not lead him 
to the foot of the cross ; he stood afar off. 

'Now St. John relates that, when all the 
disciples, in obedience to the command of 
their Lord, returned into Galilee, the old 
partners in the fishing-boat had returned to 
their old occupation upon the lake, when they 
saw some one upon the shore, apparently a 
stranger. He spoke, and asked the fishers 
if they had any meat, and they answered that 
they had not. Then the stranger told them 
to put down the net on the right side of the 
ship. They did so, and immediately the net 
was filled, filled so full that they could scarcely 
draw it to land. Immediately the faithful 
John knew and recognised the power of his 
divine Master. " It is the Lord," he said to 
Peter. Without one moment's hesitation, St. 
Peter flung himself into the sea and came to 
Jesus. He came, and the other disciples came ; 
but although they all knew well who it was, 
they dared not speak. They dared not ask, 
" Who art Thou ? knowing it was the Lord." 
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'Upon the shore there was a lighted fire, 
with fish cooking upon it; there was also 
bread supplied for them ; and thus the dis- 
ciples once more received food from the hands 
of their Master. Still the same wondering, 
awe-stricken silence prevailed ; not even the 
impetuous St. Peter dared to speak, though 
we may be very sure his heart was full. At 
length the meal was ended ; and then their 
Lord spoke, and they knew now why they 
were thus gathered together. The first words 
then spoken were not to the faithful St. John, 
but to the fallen sinner. " Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these ? " asked the 
Saviour. Here is the old occupation for you, 
if you choose it, — fish in the lake, food on 
the shore, friends by your side. '* Lovest thou 
me more than these?" ''Yea, Lord," said 
poor Peter, "Thou knowest that I love Thee." 
" Feed my lambs," was the loving reply. As 
I have fed you, " feed my lambs." 

'Three times was the question asked, as 
though to give the sinner an opportunity of 
putting his three denials far away from him 
by his threefold declaration of love. The 
third time Peter was grieved, and cried out 
bitterly, "Lord, Thou knowest all things. Thou 
knowest that I love Thee." Yes, his Lord did 
know all things; and in giving that last charge, 
" Feed my sheep," He foreshadowed the death 
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by which His forgiven disciple should at last 
finish his course, when, after having fed the 
sheep, and fed the lambs, as his Master had 
done, seeking them in the dark and troubled 
places into which they had wandered, he also, 
like "the Good Shepherd," should lay down 
his life for the sheep. 

* Thus our Saviour proved to His disciples 
that He laid no burden, no law upon them 
which He did not fulfil Himself. Never was 
forgiveness more full, more gracious, than was 
St. Peter's. His sorrowful heart was read, the 
repentance which he dared not speak was ac- 
cepted ; and I think you know well that when 
you have grieved mamma, there is no sweeter 
gift she can bestow with her forgiving kiss, 
than that of giving you something to do for 
her. This is what our Saviour did for St. 
Peter, and this is what we must strive to do 
for each other. 

'During this time our Saviour revealed 
Himself to the eleven apostles upon one of 
the Galilean mountains — revealed Himself 
with something of divine power, and gave 
them the charge, " Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you." 

' At the end of forty days after the resur- 
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rection of our Saviour, He ascended into 
heaven from a mountain near Jerusalem in 
the presence of His disciples. Before finally 
leaving them, He promised that He would be 
with them always, even unto the end of the 
world ; and commanded them to remain in 
Jerusalem until they had been baptized with 
the Holy Ghost Having thus given His last 
commands, having "finished the work" He 
had undertaken, Jesus the Son of man, Christ 
the Son of God, ascended upwards, and a 
cloud received Him and bore Him from the 
^y^s of His disciples. Upward and onward, 
borne by a cloud, — the cloud most probably 
in which the Divine Presence was manifested 
upon the Mercy-Seat, — the Son ascended to 
His Father. Then indeed did the Father 
receive that "well-beloved Son, in whom He 
was well pleased ;" then, and for ever, was 
the manhood, purified and redeemed, finally 
" taken into God ; " and although we are upon 
earth and He is in heaven, every prayer and 
every thanksgiving note of praise is vibrated 
through the heart of " our great High Priest, 
who ever liveth to make intercession for us." 

' While the disciples were gazing stedfastly 
into heaven seeking their beloved Lord, two 
angels appeared to them and said, " Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing into heaven ? 
This same Jesus, which is taken from you into 
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heaven, shall come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven." Then the dis- 
ciples were comforted, and they returned to 
Jerusalem, rejoicing, as we also rejoice, that 
"Christ is risen from the dead and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept ; " rejoicing 
that the way was .at last manifested, the 
many mansions of His Father's house at last 
partially revealed ; and rejoicing at last, now 
that all the suffering of the cross was ended, 
rejoicing .that "Christ our Passover is sacri- 
ficed for us," and determining, therefore, to 
"keep the feast not with the old leaven of 
* malice and wickedness, but with the un- 
leavened bread of sincerity and truth." ' 

* Papa, you said that our Saviour was the 
" first-fruits of them that slept." Now Elijah 
ascended into heaven, and " Enoch was not, 
for God took him," and Lazarus rose from 
the dead, and Elisha raised the widow's son. 
I am very sorry, papa, if I ought not to ask 
these questions; but the thought came into 
my head, and Miss Leighton said it was 
always better to ask, even if we had to wait 
many years before we understood the answer.* 

' And Miss Leighton was quite right, Daisy. 
Heaven and earth may pass away, but the 
words of our Saviour, the teachings of the 
Holy Ghost in Holy Scripture cannot pass 
away, although we are often puzzled, and 
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unable, as you say, for years to understand 
them. There is, however, no difficulty in 
your question ; you shall answer it yourself. 
Elijah did ascend into heaven, but had Elijah 
slept the sleep of death ? * 

' Oh, papa, is that it ? Let me see. Of 
course Elijah had not died ; but then Lazarus 
and the Shunamite's son, papa. Were not 
they the first-fruits ? ' 

' Did they ascend into heaven, Daisy ? 
They returned to earth from the valley of 
the shadow of death, but that is not what is 
meant by " the first-fruits of them that slept." 
Theirs was but a respite, granted in mercy to 
the prayers of their friends. Their sleep of 
death was certain to arrive afterwards ; and 
as to Enoch and Elijah, they never entered 
the dark valley. Our Saviour Jesus Christ 
did not come to redeem those who had been 
individually redeemed by special exemption 
from death. He came to redeem those who 
were unable to redeem themselves. He "came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners," — those 
who were fast bound in misery and sin.' 

' Thank you, thank you, papa ; I see it now. 
It means the first-fruits for heaven from those 
who had slept the sleep of death.' 

' It means just what it says, Daisy. It only 
needs a little thought ; the exact words are : 
** Christ is risen from the dead, and become 
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the first-fruits of them that slept." We have 
but to think where He has risen, and all is 
clear : He rose, until "a cloud received Him 
out of their sight." 

* And now we have arrived at a good paus- 
ing place in our history, but before I stop 
to-night I should like to ask you if you have 
gathered up the fragments from the supply we 
have received. Lily, my quiet little darling, 
I should like you to tell me what you re- 
member most clearly of all the lessons taught 
to the four fishermen by their divine Master.' 

'Oh, papa! so many that I do not know 
how many ; but most of all, to love everybody, 
and to forgive everybody.' 

* Yes, darling, that was His own summary, — 
to love God with all our hearts and souls, and 
to love our neighbour as ourselves ; and if we 
do this for His sake, we are His disciples, we 
have learned His lesson. And you, Daisy ? ' 

* Well, papa, I say just what Lily says, — so 
many lessons, and that one most of all. Still, 
I am glad to understand that there was a 
reason why " He who did no sin " suffered so 
much ; it makes everything seem quite plain.' 

*Yes, Daisy, it does; and I am glad you 
do feel this, for thus, and thus alone, can you 
sympathize with the apostles and disciples of 
your Lord. You will understand the mean- 
ing of St. Peter, when he writes exhorting 
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Christians to endure patiently: "Because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample that we should follow His steps : who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth ; who when He was reviled, reviled 
not again ; when He suffered, He threatened* 
not; but committed himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously : who His own self bare- 
our sins in His own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sin, should live unto righte- 
ousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
For ye were as sheep going astray ; but are 
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls." * You will understand the 
meaning of St. John, the beloved disciple, 
when he writes : " Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 

' I must not forget to remind you of one 
lesson learned from our Saviour, which you 
have neither of you mentioned, — I mean His 
perfect obedience. If He had not been "obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the cross," 
there would have been no redemption for us ; 
for you must remember that although God 
did so love the world that He " sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through Him," yet, if the Son had not 
so entirely surrendered Himself to the will 
of His Father, to the law of His Father, He 
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could never have raised that triumphant cry, 
" It is finished." 

' Obedience is the fruit of love, and we must 
renaember both sides of our Lord's command ; 
we are not only commanded to " love every- 
body, and to forgive everybody," as Lily said, 
but we are also commanded to love God, — to 
love Him not only as the heathens, nay, the 
most brutal savages, love, in a sense, "the 
Giver of all good." They cannot but adore the 
Creator of all the fruits of earth, the Creator 
and Sustainer of all the glories of heaven ; 
but we are commanded by our Saviour to 
love "God His heavenly Father," the God 
of revelation. We must not only contemplate 
Him in the wonders and the beauties of 
Nature, but love Him with the love which 
delights to do His will, as revealed to us by 
His Son ; love, thank, and adore Him as our 
Creator, but also lovie with adoring gratitude 
our Redeemer and Sanctifier. Then, and then 
only, shall we fully enter into that communion 
of saints, whose song of triumph is that of 
St. Paul : " For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is m Christ Jesus our 
Lord." ' 



PEACE. 

Peace I was the Prophet's vision bright. 
In solemn trance : on sacred height, 

Her glorious temple rose sublime ; 
All nations crowd her laws to learn, 
Their spears and swords to ploughshares turn. 

While, dimly seen in future time, 
Knowledge divine shall teach the Earth, 
And Man renew his heavenly birth. 

Peace 1 was the AngeFs mighty song. 
When He, the Prince expected long. 

In Bethlehem's manger-cradle lay. 
Lo ! Hebrew shepherds heard the song. 
And Persia's seers, expectant long, 

In reverent faith o'er starlight way 
Bore their glad homage to the shrine 
Which held the Prince of Peace divine. 

Peace I This last gift, sealed with His blood. 
In anguish never understood : 

The Peace of God in Christ was given, — 
Not the false Peace of tyrant power, 
Of sullen craft, which bides its hour, — 

Freely received as freely given. 
The only Peace for earth is Love, 
To man below, to God above. 

O Prince of Peace 1 descend once more. 
Till every heart, on every shore. 

With rays of Thine own mighty Love ; 
As man was in Thine image made. 
Renew it, never may it fade. 

Till, with the angelic chorus above, 
Our souls shall sing, till time shall cease, 
* Glory to God, on earth is Peace 1 ' 
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THE LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN THE DIVINE. 

I HAVE heard an ancient l^end, 
Which floats in my brain to-night, — 

A legend of days long vanished, 
When earth was iUumed by light 

Of the days when our Lord was walking 

On the hills of Palestine, 
And the apostles listening meekly 

To the words of truth divine. 

When our Saviour told Saint Peter 

What his earthly lot must be, — 
That others should lead and bind him 

To the crucifixion tree. 

And Saint Peter, eager and longing 

The future to foreview. 
Asked, for the loved apostle, 

* And what shall this man do?' 

Then the Saviour answered sternly, 

' And what is that to thee? 
If I will that he tarry my coming. 

Thou, Peter, must follow me.* 

This is the faithful record 

Of the sacred words divine ; 
But a legend floats around it 

Of Saint John, the beloved divine. 

The legend says he is living. 

Moving still upon this earth. 
In the midst of a calm, pure radiance. 

Which betrays his heavenly birth. 

That sometimes in the city. 

And sometimes on the wild. 
Men feel a sacred presence. 

As though an angel smiled. 

130 



LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN. 131 

Then if their eyes are opened, 

They see that gentle form, 
Which stood beside our Savioui 

When He ruled the raging storm. 

One moment and it has vanished. 

But if the tale be true, ' 
The eyes which have looked upon him 

Must keep their Lord in view. 

They must learn the rebuke in mercy 
Which our Lord to His servants gave. 

When they prayed for fire from heaven : 
' I came not to destroy, but save.' 

They must learn to be meek and lowly. 

Nor strive for the highest seat ; 
Then forgiven, as the loved apostle. 

Their Lord they shall surely meet. 

For unto Saint John was given 

The gospel of sacred love, — 
Love to each living being, 

For the sake of its Lord above. 

And woe to the hardened sinner 
Who shall look on that sacred face, 

Yet cherish some selfish anger 
In his heart's most secret place. 

For him all hope has vanished ; 

Despising the sacred love. 
He shall be despised by the angels, 

And the angels' Lord above. 



CHAPTER VIII. 




THE DAY OF PENTECOST— THE LIVES OF 
.THE FOUR APOSTLES. 

APA, when I am a grown-up old 
gentleman like you, I shall always 
remember these Sunday evenings. 
I am so glad that I asked you to tell us 
something.* 

'And I am glad papa did not say no, when 
you asked, Daisy. We never had such happy 
Sunday evenings as we have had this winter.' 

'.We have all enjoyed them, and are all 
grateful to papa, I am sure ; for I must tell 
you, little ones, that papa has studied care- 
fully through the week, in order that he 
might not be unprepared on Sunday.' 

'And you have helped me, mamma, al- 
though you say nothing of yourself. Yes, it 
has been a great pleasure this spending our 
Sunday evening with a settled object in view ; 
and I am very sorry that this is the last we 
shall spend thus for some months. Before 
next Sunday, Daisy will be at school, where 
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he will be able, I hope, to put into practice 
the lessons we have all learned together.* 

* Papa, when you were at Rugby, did you 
miss the drawing-room fire ? I think I miss 
that much more than anything else, — I mean 
of home comforts, of course, not people/ 

* The drawing-room fire, Daisy ! I do not 
remember anything about missing that. I 
am afraid that I did not spend quite so much 
time in the drawing-room as you have done 
before going to school.' 

'Were you cold during lessons, Daisy .^ I 
am very sorry ; I never thought of your suffer- 
ing from cold.* 

* Oh, mamma, it was not that. I was not 
so very cold ever, but always when I was 
counting up the days before going home, I 
am sure I looked forward just as much to 
seeing this bright steel grate, and comfortable, 
clean, blazing fire, with my own seat by your 
side, yes, just as much as I did to seeing you, 
and papa, and Lily, and everybody. I do 
love the fire, it is so bright and happy look- 
ing. What is fire, papa ? Where does it come 
from.' for it is in coal and in wood and in 
sulphur.* 

'And in flint and in iron, and in almost 
everything, Daisy. You have asked me a 
very puzzling question, Daisy, far more so 
than you suppose. If I answered you from 
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books, I should say fire is one of the ele- 
ments ; it IS hidden in nearly everything^ ; it 
needs very little exertion to kindle, but strong 
force to subdue it. Without fire the world 
would perish, while its destruction would be 
equally certain were the element not under 
restraint. . I do not know that I can tell you 
anything more about it.* 

' I wonder when Adam first made a fire, for 
I suppose that he was the first who ever made 
one.* 

'Oh, no, Daisy. Do you not remember 
God said, " Let there be light, and there was 
light " ? That was the first fire, was it not, 
papa ? * 

*I never thought about that before, Lily, 
but in a sense I believe that you are right, 
for light was created before the sun or the 
moon, which now reflects the sunlight; and 
the latest philosophers seem to believe that 
the sun is but concentrated light. Thus the 
meaning of the command, "Let there be light," 
may be, as you suggest, the creation of that 
fire or electric fluid which is latent in the 
very air we breathe. But are we to talk about 
fire all night, or about the four fishermen ? ' 

* Oh, about St. Peter and St. John, please, 
papa.' 

' You say nothing about the other two, — the 
unselfish St. Andrew, or the brother of the 
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beloved disciple. Yet we must remember 
that they were as unhappy as any of the 
others when they lost their Master, and that 
they obeyed His commandment to remain in 
Jerusalem until He sent the Comforter to 
direct their future course. The eleven apostles 
were gathered together in prayerful obedience, 
when St. Peter proposed that one of the dis- 
ciples should be appointed to the apostleship 
which was vacant by the death of Judas 
Iscariot, — one of those disciples who had been 
with our Saviour during the whole of His 
ministry, One who had seen all His wonder- 
ful miracles, one who had heard all His teach- 
ings, and who therefore had perfect faith in 
Him, and knowledge of the truth He taught. 

* The name of the disciple thus chosen to 
fill up the number of twelve apostles was 
Matthias ; and he with the rest met daily for 
prayer and patient waiting for the promised 
gift of the Holy Spirit, until the festival of 
Pentecost arrived. Can you tell Lily, Daisy, 
why the Jews kept the festival of Pentecost ? * 

'Indeed, papa, it is Lily who tells me; 
Miss Leighton says that she will never be a 
clever girl, but I am sure she knows a great 
deal more about the Bible than I do. I know 
nothing about Pentecost.' 

'Oh, Daisy! you do know a great deal 
better than I do, only you like to make me 
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tell you. Pentecost was Whitsunday, was it 
not, papa ? ' 

' Whitsunday is the Christian festival kept 
in remembrance of Pentecost, but there have 
been less than two thousand Whitsundays, 
while there have been more than four thou- 
sand Pentecostal feasts, Lily. Moses and 
Joshua — no, not Moses, but Joshua and 
Gideon, King David, and the prophet Isaiah, 
with all those who lived during the many 
years which elapsed after the conquest of 
Canaan, — all these kept the feast of Pente- 
cost, which was a national festival held in 
thankful worship for the fruits of the harvest, 
— ^held also in grateful remembrance of the 
best gift of all, the gift of the Holy Law, which 
was proclaimed upon Mount Sinai. At that 
time Pentecost was a very joyful feast It 
was one of the three solemn festivals which 
were held at Jerusalem, or wherever the ark 
was kept, the holy sacrifices offered. 

' The Jews held two harvest festivals. One 
was the feast of first-fruits, and was held a 
few days after the feast of the Passover. 
Every man brought a sheaf of green com 
and a basket of the earliest ripe fruits to the 
Temple. He then gave the sheaf to the priest, 
who waved it before the altar with thanks- 
giving and prayer. The man then advanced 
alone, with his basket of fresh fruit in his hand. 
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" And the priest shall take the basket out of 
thine hand, and set it down before the altar 
of the Lord thy God. And thou shalt speak 
and say before the Lord thy God, A Syrian 
ready to perish was my father, and he went 
down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a 
few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, 
and populous. And the Egyptians evil in- 
treated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us 
hard bondage. And when we cried unto the 
Lord God of our fathers, the Lord heard our 
voice, and looked on our affliction, and our 
labour, and our oppression. And the Lord 
brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand, and with an outstretched arm, and He 
hath given us this land, even a land that 
floweth with milk and honey. And now, be- 
hold, I have brought the first-fruits of the land 
which thou, O Lord, hast given us. And thou 
shalt set it before the Lord thy God, and 
worship before the Lord thy God ; and thou 
shalt rejoice in every good thing which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee, thou, and the 
Levite, and the stranger that is among you." 

' This simple and beautiful thanksgiving for 
national and personal blessings was the feast 
of first-fruits. Seven weeks afterwards, when 
the harvest had ripened and was gathered 
into barns, every man brought two loaves 
made of the new corn, with young lambs. 



138 THE FISHERMEN OF GALILEE. 

These were thank-offerings for harvest mercie3, 
and an acknowledgment that "the earth is 
the Lord's, and the fulness thereof ; the world, 
and they that dwell therein." Every faithful 
Jew either appeared in person at these feasts, 
or sent money instead of fresh fruit, while 
they in the country of their exile kept the 
festival as a holy day of rejoicing, without 
servile work. 

' I feel very sure that the apostles had pre- 
sented their thank-offerings in the Temple on 
the day of Pentecost, before they assembled 
with the disciples for daily prayer. It was 
ten days after the ascension of our Saviour ; 
Jerusalem was filled with Jews gathered to- 
gether from all the countries of the known 
world. All had assembled to celebrate the 
Pentecostal feast. The disciples were assem- 
bled also, when suddenly there was a sound of 
a rushing mighty wind, a sound that filled all 
the house where they were assembled ; then 
a bright light shone upon the head of each 
apostle, a light like a cloven tongue of fire. 
This was a sign of the descent of the Holy 
Ghost This was the Comforter which the 
Redeemer of the world had promised to send 
to His Church, when He should be preparing 
the many mansions of His Father's house for 
the reception of His followers. Dr. Chalmers 
has beautifully said upon this subject : " Our 



DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 139 

Lord left His earthly Church to prepare for it 
a heavenly mansion, and He sent His Holy 
Spirit to prepare His Church, His disciples, 
for the holy purity of the place He was pre- 
paring." You remember that when the Law 
was given upon Mount Sinai, there were 
flames of fire and mighty thunderings, and a 
voice as the voice of a trumpet, so awful, so 
terrible, that the people cried out to Moses, 
" Speak thou with us, and we will hear ; but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die ; " and 
when Moses came down from the mount, his 
face shone with so bright a light that the 
people could not look upon it unveiled. 

' How different was the gospel revelation ! 
The Holy Ghost rested upon those poor 
Ignorant fishermen, and they at once spoke 
languages they had never learned ; they were 
endued with power to preach to all nations 
the gospel which they had received from their 
heavenly Master. The Arab, the Greek, the 
Egyptian, the Persian, each and all heard in 
his own tongue the marvellous truth of the 
resurrection of the crucified Son of God,— 
heard it from the lips of Hebrew fishermen, 
who were living witnesses of the truth of 
what they asserted. 

* It must have been a very wonderful scene. 
No wonder that all the devout strangers in 
Jerusalem hurried to hear the marvel with 
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their own ears ; but some wicked bystanders 
began to mock, and said that the apostles 
were drunk. Then St. Peter stood up and 
preached a sermon, which you will read some 
day. He was learning at last to be a fisher 
of men, and cast out his net in that sermon. 
He preached so well, that very soon the people 
cried out, " Men and brethren, what shall we 
do to be saved ? " Then Peter began to feed 
the sheep : " Repent, and be baptized for the 
remission of your sins, and you shall receive 
the Holy Ghost," he replied. How many fish 
were gathered into the great fisherman's net 
that day, do you suppose ? " The same day 
were added unto them three thousand souls ; 
and they continued stedfastly in the apostles* 
doctrine, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayer." 

' From that time the Galilean friends worked 
steadily at their work as "fishers of men." 
St. Peter also was faithful to. his charge of 
" feeding the sheep." One day he went with 
St. John into the Temple for prayer, and as 
they went, a poor lame beggar, begging in 
the porch of the Temple, asked them for alms. 
The two friends were very poor, as you know, 
for they had forsaken their boats and means 
of livelihood ; but St Peter had faith in the 
heavenly blessing he had received, so, bidding 
the man look upon him, he said boldly, "Silver 
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and gold have I none, but such as I have give 
I thee : In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth, rise up and walk." Then the apostle 
stretched out his right hand. Immediately 
the feet and ankle bones of the cripple re- 
ceived strength, and, leaping up, he went 
straightway into the Temple, there to give 
thanks unta God for healing him. 
. 'That lame man in the Beautiful Gate 
of the Temple seems to me an emblem of 
humanity, lying upon the beautiful earth, it 
IS true, but crippled so grievously that the 
harmonies from within the Temple are the 
ever repeated invitations, the ever renewed ex- 
pectations of the creature which vainly awaits 
the manifestation of the Son of God. In vain 
the crippled human soul endeavours to enter 
heaven alone ; it is utterly impossible, until 
the words of power are heard, until the Hand 
is stretched forth to bestow divine strength ; 
then, and not until then, can the soul enter 
into " the temple not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens." * 

* Yes, mamma, what you say is quite true ; 
but you must excuse my adding what I am 
sure you meant to say, If we wish to receive 
strength for entering into the temple, we must 
keep as near to it as we can, in order that we 
may be found in the position of suppliants 
when our Saviour shall appear. If we wish 
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to receive the blessing, we must ask for it. 
The two great apostles were not above going 
to the Temple with other lowly worshippers, 
although they had but just received the 
miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost' 

* What a joyful day that must have been 
for the poor man. I wonder if he had ever 
been there before, papa.' 

* I do not know, Daisy ; but I do know 
that St. Peter and St. John were put into 
prison for having healed him. The priests 
who had crucified our Saviour were so angry 
when they found that He had left disciples 
to continue His work, that they put them into 
prison. They had fully made up their minds 
that the memory of ''Jesus of Nazareth" 
must be crushed out. The next day, there- 
fore, they sat in judgment upon the apostles, 
and after a weary examination, at last for- 
bade them to preach about Jesus any longer, 
St. Peter was, however, far braver now than 
upon that terrible night when he had denied 
his Master, and the answer the priests received 
was firm and decided : " Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye, for we cannot but 
speak of the things we have heard and seen." 

'Thus the priests were defeated, for they 
dared not condemn the disciples as they had 
done the Master ; there were now too many 
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Christians in Jerusalem for such an act of 
tyranny to pass without a tumult. They 
were therefore obliged to free the apostles, 
without any other punishment than their one 
night's imprisonment 

*St. Andrew and St James, with the rest 
of the disciples, must have been very glad to 
receive their brothers safely after their peril. 
We may be very sure that there was glad 
thanksgiving in the infant Church, for already 
the peace of God was resting upon it We 
are told that the Chri^^tians of those early 
days lived a holy, happy life, not caring for 
any worldly affairs. " They continued daily 
with one accord in the Temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness pf heart, prais- 
ing God and having favour with all the people ; 
and the Lord added to the Church daily such 
as should be saved." 

* The Church was rejoicing then in the joy 
of the Holy Ghost The believers were of 
one mind, filled with all the fruits of the 
Spirit, — love, joy, peace, long-suffering, and 
so abundant in charity that there was not 
one poor Christian — the rich cared for the 
poor as though they were their own brothers. 
This was a happy, happy time for them, a 
happy remembrance for us ; but the Church 
had been already warned by her Master that 
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the way is strait, the path narrow, that leads 
to eternal life. " It must needs be that offences 
come," He had said, '* but woe unto that man 
by whom the offence cometh." 

* The first real sorrow the Church had was 
a very sad one. There was a certain rich man 
named Ananias, who, with his wife Sapphira, 
wished to join the Christians, but did not wish 
to give up their hearts to Christ In those 
early days, rich Christians used to give up all 
their possessions to the apostles when they 
became Christians ; they gave up their riches 
for the use of the Church, and were content 
to live like poor people upon the alms which 
they had bestowed upon the Church them- 
selves. Now the true Christians who did this 
never once thought about its being a generous 
thing to act thus ; they gladly gave their money 
away,.in order that they might with untroubled 
hearts devote themselves to the new holy life 
of continual prayer, praise, and listening to 
the teachings of the inspired apostles of their 
risen Saviour. Like Mary, these people loved 
to sit at the feet of Jesus. And you may ima- 
gine what a feast it must have been thus to 
listen to those who had followed our Saviour 
during the whole of His ministry, .who had 
seen all His mighty works, who had heard 
His divine teaching, and who had just been 
specially inspired to remember and under- 
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stand at last every long-cherished word. We 
have our Testament, they had none; the 
apostles were to them all. Is it any wonder, 
then, that they gave up all earthly treasure to 
secure that heavenly bread of life ? 

* Now the hearts of Ananias and Sapphira 
were divided between God and the world. 
They wanted to seem generous, and yet they 
wanted " to keep back part of the price." We 
know that God loves a cheerful giver. He 
does not like us to give anything to His poor, 
unless we really wish to gfive it, and are glad 
that we are permitted to do so. If Ananias 
had told the apostles openly that he had 
brought but a portion of his money to the 
general contribution, he would have had no 
sin, no shame ; but he planned with his wife 
to deceive the Church, and the words which 
St Peter spoke, "Thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God," were spoken by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, unto whom all 
hearts are open. The awful death of the two 
sinners was a terrible assurance to the whole 
Church that it was still governed by that holy 
and righteous God who is a God of truth, and 
who will openly punish all liars, unless they 
repent and put their sins away from them. 

'Shortly after the death of Ananias and 

Sapphira, the apostles were all imprisoned ; 

but the angel who opened the prison doors, 

K 
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and restored them to freedom, commanded 
them to continue preaching in the Temple, as 
they had done before they were arrested. Upon 
this occasion the apostles were again broug^ht 
before the rulers, and before they were finally 
set at liberty were scourged. This was the 
first time that the two sons of Zebedee drank 
of the cup from which their Master had drunk ; 
yes, they had now been baptized with the 
baptism wherewith He had been baptized, and 
thus all the apostles, though sorely wounded 
by the heavy scourge, departed from the pre- 
sence of the Council "rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
name." 

' So many people had now become Chris- 
tians, that the apostles found their time was 
constantly occupied in the duties of preach- 
ing, baptism, and other holy offices. They 
therefore appointed seven of the disciples to 
look after the poor people, and see that the 
money the rich bestowed .was properly dis- 
tributed among the widows and other helpless 
persons who needed it. These seven men 
were called deacons. St Stephen, one of 
these deacons, was the first Christian martyr, 
and died, as his Lord had done, praying for 
his murderers. 

'Saul of Tarsus, our St. Paul, who, was a 
rigid Pharisee, and a pupil of the great Jewish 
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rabbi Gamaliel, was among those who stoned 
the young deacon to death; he held the 
clothes of the murderers while they fulfilled 
their office, and must have heard that last 
prayer of the dying saint, who from out of 
his death-pangs prayed, "Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge." 

'The martyrdom of St. Stephen was the 
commencement of the first persecution of the 
Church. Saul of Tarsus helped the priests in 
their work, and the Christians were obliged 
to separate. Philip the deacon went down 
to Samaria and preached to the Samaritans. 
He soon gained converts, and founded a 
church ; but when the apostles heard of his 
success, they sent St Peter to assist him by 
confirming the infant church. It was at this 
time Simon Magus made the offer of money 
to St. Peter, and received the startling reply : 
** Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be 
purchased with money." 

'After leaving Samaria, St. Philip was, as 
you remember, sent by God to meet an officer 
of the Queen of Ethiopia, who was returning 
to his own home from Jerusalem. The Ethio- 
pian eunuch was in his chariot when St Philip 
met with him. He was trying to understand 
the meaning of the 5 3d chapter of the pro- 
phet Isaiah, and asked St Philip to enter the 
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chariot and assist him. "I pray thee, of whom 
speaketh the prophet this ? Of himself, or of 
some other man ? " inquired the eunuch, who 
was but as we all are, or ought to be, concern- 
ing prophecy. We cannot possibly under- • 
stand it until it has been fulfilled ; then we 
see clearly what wfas intended, if, like that 
Ethiopian eunuch, we do not reject the help 
God sends to us. Oh that Jewish rabbis 
and Jewish youth, that Jewish matrons and 
Jewish maidens would lay the sacred page of 
the treasured prophet before the altar of their 
devotion, and pray in fervent sincerity, " Lord, 
I pray Thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
this } Of himself, or of some other man ? " 

*St. Philip, who had been an eye-witness of 
our Saviour's death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion, knew well of whom those words were 
spoken, — ^words which would be the merest 
nonsense if spoken of any human being who 
has ever lived ; but St* Philip, inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, "began at the same scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus," the only 
name which answers to the enraptured cry of 
every sacred prophet, — Jesus, the only Sun 
of Righteousness, whose dawning was pre- 
visioned by every sacred seer ! 

'So clearly, so lovingly did St. Philip preach, 
that the Ethiopian cried at last, " See, here is 
water ; what doth hinder me to be baptized ? " 
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" If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
may est," was the reply. "I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God," said he. Then St. 
Philip ^baptized him, and they were separated, 
— the Ethiopian to carry the good news to his 
native land, and there lay the foundation of 
the present Abyssinian Church ; the faithful 
deacon back to his Master's work. 

'I have wandered away from the four 
friends and fishermen again, but I really must 
try to keep more closely to them if I am to 
finish the very barest sketch of their history 
to-night. 

' St Peter was staying at Joppa, a city on 
the shores of the Mediterranean, when he had 
one day a very singular vision. It was day- 
light, and the apostle was wide awake when 
the vision came. Three times it appeared, 
and three times a voice was heard speaking to 
the apostle, " What God hath cleansed, that 
call thou not common or unclean.*' While 
the apostle was wondering what this vision 
might mean, wondering what lesson his Lord 
meant to teach him, men were knocking at 
the gate, asking if Simon, who was called 
Peter, lived there. Then the Holy Spirit told 
Peter that he must go with these strangers 
where they wished. When St Peter went 
down he found the men, and told them that 
he was Simon Peter, and wished to know 
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what they wanted. The men replied that 
they had been sent by Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion, who wanted to see Simon Peter 
very much, and had sent them to bring him 
to visit him at Caesarea. 

*Now St. Peter did not know anything 
about Cornelius, except that, as a Roman 
centurion, he was a heathen; but then he 
remembered his vision, and at once went with 
the men. When they reached Caesarea, Cor- 
nelius came out to meet St. Peter, and as soon 
as he saw him, he fell down at his feet to 
worship him, but St. Peter raised him up. 
" Stand up ; I myself also am a man," said the 
apostle. Then Cornelius led him into the 
house, where a large party was awaiting them ; 
but as soon as St. Peter found himself thus 
in the midst of a large party of heathens, he 
spoke openly. " And he said unto them, 
You know how that it is an unlawful thing 
for a man that is a Jew to. keep company, or 
come unto one of another nation; but God 
hath showed me that I should not call any 
man common or unclean. Therefore came I 
unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was 
sent for ; I ask therefore for what intent you 
have sent for me." 

* Then Cornelius spoke, and said : " Four 
days ago I was fasting until this hour ; and 
at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, 
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behold, a man stood before me in bright 
clothing, and said, Cornelius, thy prayer is 
heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance 
in the sight of God. Send therefore to Joppa, 
and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter ; 
he is lodged in the house of one Simon a 
tanner by the sea side ; who, when he cometh, 
shall speak unto thee.- Immediately there- 
fore I sent unto thee ; and thou hast well done 
that thou art come. Now therefore are we 
all here present before God, to hear all things 
that are commanded thee of God." 

'When St Peter heard this, you may be 
sure he was very glad, and began the sermon 
he then preached with these words : " Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons ; but in every nation he that worketh 
righteousness is accepted of Him." 

'Before the apostle left Caesarea, he baptized 
Cornelius and his friends, and then returned 
to gladden the heart of the Church at Jeru- 
salem, by announcing the glorious truth that 
the gift of the Holy Ghost had been bestowed 
upon the Gentiles.' 

'Papa, may I interrupt you for one mo- 
ment ? You said that Cornelius was a 
heathen, and yet he said that he "prayed 
unto God." What does it mean ? ' 

'Cornelius was a heathen, Daisy, because 
he had not the knowledge of God as He had 
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revealed Himself, not a true knowledge of 
God's holy law. But in all ages, and in all 
countries, there have been those who, as St. 
Paul told the Athenians, worshipped God 
ignorantly, seeking after the Lord, " if haply 
they might find Him." Such people are 
heathens, because they have not a true know- 
ledge of God ; but we may rest very well 
assured that He whom they thus seek after 
will not hide Himself from their prayer. He 
will send His holy angels, as He sent St. 
Peter, to gather them into His own fold, we 
may rest very well assured. 

* We are too apt to forget that, although the 
promise that in his seed all nations of the earth 
should be blessed was given to Abraham, 
and the holy law was given to the children of 
Israel, yet the knowledge of God which Noah 
possessed ; that which Melchisedec, the king of 
Salem, the priest of the most high God, pos- 
sessed ; the knowledge which Ishmael pos- 
sessed ; the knowledge which Job, the man of 
the land of Uz, possessed, — all this was the com- 
mon property of their descendants, the common 
property of all the nations upon earth; so 
you see, Daisy, that it was quite possible for 
a man to pray to God, and yet be without a 
true knowledge of that holy law which was 
given to the children of Israel to preserve — a 
preparation for the coming of our Redeemer.' 
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*0h, I see now, papa. Then the savage 
heathens in the South Seas may be the chil- 
dren of some of those people, like Melchisedec 
or Ishmael, who did not receive the law, and 
yet knew that there was a God in heaven to 
be worshipped ? * 

*And who have followed the devices of 
their own hearts, and made gods for them- 
selves out of their deepest sins, my boy. Yes, 
it may be so ; but our duty is less to consider 
what has been in this matter, than what must 
be. The " must be " is very simple for every 
Christian : " Go ye," or give of your- money 
that apostles may go, " into every nation, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," "until 
all the kingdoms of the earth have become 
the kingdoms of our God, and of His Christ." 
This was what St. Peter and all the apostles 
did, and if they had not done so, we should 
have been heathens at this day. 

* About six years after the first Whitsunday, 
St John lost his brother James. There had 
been many changes in the Government during 
those years. Pontius Pilate had been recalled 
to Rome ; Herod, the murderer of St. John 
the Baptist, was in banishment in France; 
and his brother, Herod Agrippa L, was really 
king over the Jewish nation. The Jews had 
for about three years much more of a national 
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government than they had had since the days 
of Herod the Great 

'Agrippa had lived long in Rome, where 
he had become the friend of the emperors 
Caligula and Claudius. In addition to his 
kingdom of Galilee, he had obtained the pro- 
vince of Judea, where he at once commenced 
a grand work of restoration, rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem, and commencing other 
works in many places. He was an unscru- 
pulous, ostentatious man, self-seeking in every 
respect Thus, to please the priests, he 
imprisoned St Peter and St James. The 
mother of the sons of Zebedee, if she were 
still alive, must have been sore at heart when 
she found that her son was the first of all 
the apostles who drained to its dregs the 
cup his Master had tasted for him. There 
IS very little told us of this St James in the 
Gospels, but he must have had some special 
qualities which endeared him to his Master, 
for he, with his brother and St Peter, were 
the chosen companions of our Lord upon 
several occasions. We know that St James 
was beheaded, not crucified, and that is all 
we know concerning his death. 

' St. Peter was released from prison by an 
angel, and after having said farewell to the 
disciples, he escaped from Jerusalem, and 
went to preach the gospel in other countries. 
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* For many years the work of St. Peter lay 
apart from Jerusalem. St. James, the brother 
or cousin of our Saviour, remained in Jeru- 
salem for many years, in fact, until he was 
martyred. He acted as bishop of the church 
there, and in doubtful cases, or, I should rather 
say, in the only doubtful case of which we 
have any record, the other apostles returned 
to Jerusalem for consultation with him. At 
this council St. Peter most likely met with 
his brother Andrew, and his old partner in 
the fishing-boat, St. John. Their names are 
not specially mentioned, but we are told that 
the question was finally decided by St. James 
in favour of the freedom of all Gentile con- 
verts from the ceremonial observances of the 
Mosaic ritual. 

* Once more St. Peter left his native country. 
We hear of him incidentally in connection 
with others after this time, but know nothing 
certainly of his labours for many years. You 
will find the epistles written by him in your 
Testaments. The first was written to the 
churches he had founded in Pontus, and other 
places on the shores of the Black Sea and 
in Asia Minor. This epistle is a rich treasury 
for every Christian, it is so full of the spirit 
of the Good Shepherd. The apostle reminds 
his readers that he was "an eye-witness of 
the sufferings of Christ." He also sends 
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the salutation of the church at Babylon to 
those to whom he was writing. 

'We know that St. Peter, as well as St. 
Paul, was constantly emplo3red in his Master's 
work. We hear of him in Egypt, and Jbe is 
supposed to have visited Rome twice, — once 
during St. Paul's first imprisonment, when the 
two apostles are said to have founded, or 
rather established, the little Christian church 
in that city, leaving Linus as its first bishop, 
— that Linus who sends his salutation to 
Timothy in St Paul's second epistle. 

'I need not remind you, Daisy, of the 
misery inflicted by the emperor Nero upon 
the whole empire in the year 64 A.D., that is, 
about thirty years after the ascension of our 
Lord, when the first general persecution of 
the Christians took place. They were falsely 
accused by the emperor of having set fire to 
the city, and as they were now so numerous as 
to have aroused the jealousy of the heathen 
priesthood, the persecution was a most cruel 
one. St Peter and St Paul both suffered 
martyrdom at this time. St Paul was be- 
headed, and the second Epistle to St Timothy 
was written during his imprisonment Simon 
the son of Jonas, the great fisherman fi-om 
the Galilean lake, who, when first we read of 
him, was young and ardent, was now an old 
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man. He had worked long and faithfully in 
his Master's service, had fed the sheep and 
lambs lovingly and bountifully for many 
years, before the long-desired words were 
spoken, "Come up higher." They came at 
last, but it was by the same path which his 
Master had trod he must ascend. He was 
cruelly scourged, and then crucified. We 
are told by tradition that he begged his 
executioners to crucify him with his head 
downwards, since he was not worthy to meet 
death in the same position as his Master. 
We are also told that a great many people 
who saw his patient, loving faith were con- 
verted to Christianity by his death, and again, 
that his wife was led out to execution before 
he suffered, and that he encouraged her to 
patient endurance by his loving exhortations, 
his remembrance of the sufferings endured by 
the Lamb of God, who had been revealed 
to him by St. John the Baptist. 

' Within the beautiful church of St. Peter 
at Rome, in the midst of costly mosaic and 
of jewelled presents from many kings and 
princes, there is an enclosed space, the true 
glory of the whole church, for within that 
space steps lead down into the old church in 
the Catacombs, in the ancient stone-quarries, 
where most assuredly the ancient Christians 
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worshipped, and where St. Peter and St. Paul 
may very frequently have preached to them.* 

* Was St. Andrew crucified, papa ? ' 

* St. Andrew led the same life as the other 
apostles, Lily, but I am sorry to say that I 
cannot tell you so much of him as I can of 
the other fishermen. He is said to have 
preached and established churches in Asia 
and Europe, spending much time in Greece. 
I really do not know what to tell you certainly 
of* his death. One account says that the 
apostle was martyred in Greece, another that 
it was in Edessa, in Asia ; both agree, how- 
ever, in saying that he was crucified, but not 
on a cross which we call Latin or Roman. 
St. Andrew was not nailed to the cross, which 
was a large wooden frame in the shape of the 
letter X« The apostle was bound to this 
cross by cords. He lived thus in torture for 
two or three days, exposed to the heat of a 
blazing sun, yet, like all . the Christian mar- 
tyrs, uttering no complaint, no reproach. He 
preached the gospel from the cross as long 
as he was able, and when at length he was 
unable to do so, his sublime, patient faith won 
as many converts as his preaching had done. 

' And now I have told you all I can of the 
history of three of the four friends. The 
brothers Andrew and Peter were crucified ; 
James was beheaded by order of King Herod ; 
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and it but remains to remember all I can 
about St. John the Evangelist 

*St. John is said to have remained in 
Jerusalem as long as the Virgin Mary lived. 
After her death, he also followed his beloved 
Master's commands, preaching the gospel to 
many nations, founding churches, and passing 
from one to the other as he was needed. 
Once the fame of the apostle attracted a 
young man, a sort of bandit or robber chief, 
whom the apostle rejoiced in being allowed 
to convert from his sinful life to honest, 
faithful work and reverence for God. 

* St. John suffered persecution, but not unto 
death. He was sent to work in the island 
of Patmos, and while there received the re- 
velation from God which is the last book in 
our Bible. When St. John was set free, he 
was an old man, and was the only apostle 
who lived to hear the sorrowful news of the 
destruction of the beautiful Temple, in which 
"the Light of the World" had been presented 
seventy-one years before. St. John was a very 
old man when this happened, but he lived 
many years longer. When he was nearly one 
hundred years old, he still joined his church of 
Ephesus in worship. After the regular service 
was finished, the people frequently lingered 
before the venerable old man who had looked 
upon the face of the Son of God. They loved 
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to look upon St. John, because he had seen 
their Lord, had stood by the cross ; and they 
begged their pastor to preach to them if he 
were able. The sermon they heard was very 
short, very easily remembered. " Little chil- 
dren, love one another." Some one ventured 
to ask the apostle, why he always repeated 
the same words. " Because that is the com- 
mand of our Lord ; and if you do nothing else, 
that alone is enough," was the reply. 

'St. John is said to have died peacefully 
at Ephesus. He had preached the gospel 
of the Light of the World, of the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the world, 
in many countries, and is said to have founded 
our ancient British Church. " Little children, 
love one another," was, and is, the teaching 
of St. John and St. John's three friends, the 
lesson which they learned themselves at the 
feet of their divine Master; and may He in 
His great mercy fill our hearts with some 
portion of His own divine love.* 
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E. Mat, Author of * Alfred and his Mother,' etc. etc. 

11. Stories Told in a Fisherman's Cottage. By Ellen Palmer, 

Author of ' Nonna,' etc. etc. 

'X Max Wild, the Merchant's Son; and other Stories for the 

Young. 
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Nimmo's Eighteenpenny Favourite Reward Booksi 

Demy 18mo, lUtutrated, cloth extra, gilt edges, price la. 6d. each. 

1. The Vicar of Wakefield. PoeniB and Eflsays. By Oliver 

Goldsmith. 

2. iEflop's Fables, with InstmctiYe AppUcatioiis. By Dr. 

Cboxall. 

3. Banyan's Pilgrim's Progress. 

4. The Young Dlan-of-War's-Man : A Boy's Voyage round the 

World. By Chahles Nobdhoff, Author of 'Seeing the World.' 

$. The Treasury of Anecdote: Moral and Beligions. 

6. The Boy's Own Workshop ; or. The Yonng Oarpenters. 

By Jacob Abbott. 

7. The life and Adventures of Bobinson Omsoe. 

8. The Qistory of Sandford and Merton. A Moral and Instnio- 

tiye Lesson for Young Persons. 

9. Evenings at Home ; or, The Juvenile Budget Opened. Oon- 

slsting of a variety of Miscdlaneons Pieces for the, Instruction and Amuse- 
ment of Young Persons. By Dr. Aikdx and Mrs. Babbauld. 

I a Unexpected Pleasures ; or. Left alone in the Holidays. By 

Mrs. Gboboe Cupplbs, Author of *Norrie Seton,* etc. 

*4,* The ahoye Series of elegant and useful books is specially prepared for the 
entertainment and instruction of young persons. 

^immo's ^npdar ^IHigbtis (Bxit §00ks* 

I81&0, finely printed on toned paper, handsomely boimd In cloth extra, 

price Is. each. 

1. AtCross the River: Twelve Views of Heaven. By Norman 

Maclbod, D.D. ; R. W. Hakiltob, D.D.; Bobbbt S. Candlibh, D.D.; 
James Haxiltok, D.D. ; etc. etc. 

2. Emblems of Jesus; or, Illustrations of Emmanuel's Character 

and Work. 

3. Life Thoughts of Eminent Christians. 

4. Comfort for the Desponding ; or, Words to Soothe and Cheer 

Troubled Hearts. 

5. The Chastening of Love: Words of Consolation for the 

Christian Mourner. By Joseph Pabkeb, D.D., Manchester. 

6. The Cedar Christian, and other Practical Papers. By the Bev. 

Thbodobb L. Cutleb. 

7. Consolation for Christian Mothers Bereaved of Little Children. 

By A Fbibnd or Moubnebs. 

8. The Orphan; or, Words of Comfort for the Fatherless and 

Motherless. 

9. Gladdening Streams; or, The Waters of the Sanctuary. A 

Book for Fragments of Time on each Lord's Day of the Year. 

10. Spirit of the Old Divines. 

11. Choice Qleanings from Sacred Writers. 

12. Direction in Prayer; or, The Lord's Prayer Illustrated in a 

Series of Expositions. By Pbteb Gbant, D.D., Author of 'Emblems of 
Jesus,' etc. 

13. scripture Imagery. By Peter Grant, D.D., Author of * Emblems 

of Jeina,* eta 
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N IMMO'S 

FodUcap 890, c/otA eorfro, ^7< ecZ^e^, Illustraiedy price Is, 6dL 

1. Bible BleeringB. By Bev. Bichard Newton. 

2. One Hour a Week : Fifty-two Bible LesBoziB for the Toiuig. 

3. The Best Things. By Bev. Bichard Newton. 

4. The Story of John Heywood : An Historical Tale of the Time 

of Harry yxil Bj Gha&lbs Bsucs, Author of * How Frank beffan to 
CUmb,' etc. 

5. Lessons from Bose Hill ; and little Nannette. 

6. Great and Good Women : Biographies for Qirls. By 

Ltdia H. Sioon&ifET. 

7. At Home and Abroad; or, Unole WiUiam's Adventavea. 

8. Alfred and his Mother ; or, Seeking the Ri«g«i^TO, By 

Kathabinb E. Mat. 

9. Asriel; or, The Grystal Onp. A Tale for the Young. 

By Mrs. HEKDsasoN. 

10. The Kind Ch)yemess; or. How to make Home Happy. 

11. Percy and Ida. By Katharine E. May. 

12. Three Wet Sundays with the Book of Joshna. By Ellen 

Paucbb, Author of * Christmas at the Beacon,' etc. etc. 

NIMMO'S SUNDAY AND WEEK-DAY 

Foolscap Sro, doth extrcL, gilt edges^ lUtutratedy price Is. 6d. eack<. 

1. The Sculptor of Bruges. By Mrs. W. G. HaU. 

2. From Cottage to Castle; or. Faithful in Little. A Tale 

founded on Fact. By M. H., Author of *The Bed Ydyet Bible,* etc. 

3. Christmas at the Beacon: A Tale for the Young. By 

Ellkn Palkbb. 

4. The Sea and the Savages: A Story of Adventnre. By 

Hasold Lincoln. 

5. The Swedish Singer ; or. The Story of Vanda ^^^'■^^ilft^^- 

By Mrs. W. O. Hall. 

6. My Beantifol Home; or, Lily's Search. By Chas. Bmoe. 

7. The Story of a Moss Bose ; or, Bnth and the Orphan 

FarnQy. By Charles Bbucb. 

8. Sommer Holidays at Silversea. By E. Bosalie Salmon. 

9. Fred Graham's Besolve. By the Author of ' Mat and Sofle,' 

etc. etc. 

10. Wilton School; or, Harry Campbell's Bevenge. A Tala 

By F. E. Wbathkrlt. 

11. Grace Harvey and her Cousins. 

12. Blind Mercy; and other Tales for the Young. By Gertrude 

Cbockpobo. 

13. Evan Lindsay. By Margaret Fraser Tyfler, Author of *TUe8 

of 43ood and Great Kings,' * Tales of the Great and Braye,* etc. 
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NIMMO'S ONE SHILLING ILLUSTRATED 

JUVENILE BOOKS. 

Foolsoap 8to, Ooloured Frontispieoes, handBomely bound in oloth, 

Uluminated, price Is. eaoli. 

1. Four Little People and their Friends. 

2. Elizabeth ; or, The Exiles of Siberia. A Tale 

from {he French of Madame Oonnr. 

3* Panl and Virginia. From the French of 

Bbbnabdin Saint-Piebbb. 

4» Little Threads : Tangle Thread, Oolden 

Thread, and Silrer Thread. 

5- Benjamin Franklin, the Printer Boy. 

6. Barton Todd, and The Yonng Lawyer. 

7* The Perils of Greatness : The Story of Alex- 
ander Henzikofl. 

8. Little Crowns, and How to Win thenL By 

Bey. Joseph A. Oolueb. 

9* Great Riches : Nelly Rivers' Story. By Aunt 

FAnrr. 

10. The Right Way, and The Contrast. 

11. The Daisy's First Winter. And other Stories. 

By Harbtkt Beboheb Stowb. 

12. The Man of the Mountain. And other 

stories. 

13* Better than Rabies. Stories for the Young, 

mnstratiye of Familiar Proverbs. With 62 Blnstrations. 

[^ConHnued on next page. 



NIMMO'8 ONE SHILLING ILLUSTRATED 

JUVENILE BOOKS, 

CONTINUED. 

14* Bxperienoe Teaches. And other Stories for 

the Jonng, nixutratiye of Familiar Proverbs. With 39 IBiift- 
trationc 

15- The Happy Recovery. And other Stories for 

theYoimg. With 26 lUnstrations. 

x6. Gratitude and Probity. And other Stories 

for the Tonng. With 21 Ulustrations. 

17- The Two Brothers. And other Stories for 

the Yonng. With 18 Dlnstratioxis. 

iS. The Tonng Orator. And other Stories for 

the Yonng. With 9 ninstrations. 

19- Simple Stories to Amnse and Instruct Toxzng 

Beaders. With Blnstrations. 

20. The Three Friends. And other Stories for 

the Yonng. With Dlnstrations. 

21. Sybil's Sacrifice. And other Stories for the 

Yonng. With 12 lUnstrations. 

22. The Old Shepherd. And other Stories for the 

Yonng. With Illnstrations. 

23. The Young Officer. And other Stories for the 

Yonng. With Illnstrations. 

24. The False Heir. And other Stories for the 

Yotmg. With Illnstrations. 

25. The Old Farmhouse; or, Alice Morton's 

Home. And other Stories. By H. M. Pollabd. 

26. T^^ord Hall; or, Rosa's Christmas Dinnery 

uid what she did with it. By Ohablbs Bbugb. 

27. The Discontented Weathercock. And other 

stories for Children. By M. Jonbs. 

28. Out at Sea, and other Stories. By Two 

Anthors. 

29. The Story of Waterloo; or, The Fall of 

Napoubon. 

30. Sister Jane's Little Stories. Edited by Louisa 

LouaHBOBOUOH. 
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NIMMO'S 

NINEPENNY SERIES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 

In demy ISmo, toith lUustrations^ elegantly hound in cloth 



This Serief of Books will be f onnd unequalled for genuine interest and 
▼alne, and it is beliered they will be eagerly welcomed by thonghtfol 
ohUdren of both sexes. Parents may rest assured that each Volume 
teaches some noble lesson, or enforces some Talnable truth. 

1. In the Brave Days of Old ; or, The Story of the Spanish 

Armada. For Boys and Girls. 

2. The Lost Baby. By the Author of < The Basket of 

Flowers,' etc. 

3. Leslie Boss i orr Fond of a Lark. By Oharles Braoe. 

4. My First and Last Voyage. By Beiyamin 01arke< 

5. Little Katie : A Fairy Story. By Oharles Brace. 

6. Being Afraid. And other Stories for the Toang. By 

Ohablss Btuabt. 

7. The ToU-Keepers. And other Stories for the Toang. 

Bt BKsjAMnr Olabxb. 

8. Diok Barford s A Boy who woald go down Hill. By 

Obaklbs Bbvgb. 

9. Joan of Aro i or, The Story of a IToble Life. Written 

for Girls. 

0. Helen Siddal 1 A Story for Ohildren. By Ellen Falmer. 

1. Mat and Sofie : A Story for Boys and Oirls. 

2. Feaoe and War. By the Aathor of ' The Basket of 

Flowers/ etc. ^ 

3. Feriloas Adventares of a French Soldier in Algeria. 

4. The Magic Olass ; or, The Secret of Happiness. 

5. Hawks' Dene 1 A Tale for Ohildren. By Katharine E. 
Hat. 

6. Little Maggie. And other Stories. By the Aathor of 

* The Joy of Well-Doing,' etc. etc 

7. The Brother's Legacy ; or. Better than Qold. By 

M. M. Pollard. 

8. The Little Sisters | or, Jealoasy. And other Stories for 

the Tonng. By the Author of * Little Tales for Tiny Tots,* etc. 

9. Kate's ITew Home. By Oedl Soott, Aathor of ' Ohryssie 

Lyle^' etc. 



• ^ I , 

HIMMO'S ALL THE YEAR ROUND GIFT BOOKS. 

A seriet ofeiUertaifiing and instructive volumes, profusely lUuttraied 
foUh original Enffravings by the first Artists, choicely printeaon stg^erfine 
pegMT, and elegantly bouna in cloth and gold, and g%U edges, croum Svo, 
prtee 3«. 6dL each, 

1. Ohrifltian Osbome'i Friends. B7 Mrs. Harriet MOIsz 

DAVID8021, Author of *Isobel Jardine's HiBtory,' and Daughter 
of the late Hngh MHler. 

2. Sound the Orange Farm; or, Good Old Times. B7 

Jhan L. Watson, Anther of * Bygone Days in our Village,* etc. 

3. Stories about JBojs. B7 Asoott B. Hope, Author of 

* stories of Sohool Ufe,' *Hy Schoolboy Friends,' etc. eto. 

4. Gkorffe's Enemies ; A Sequel to ' M7 Sohoolbc^ , 

Frionds.' By Asoott B. Hops, Author of * Stories about \ 
Boys,' eta eto. / 

5. Violet Bivers; or, Loyal to Duty. A Tale for Oirls. \ 

By WomrBED TATiiOB, Author of ' Story of Two Lives,' eto. 

6. Wild Animals and Birds: Curious and Instruotiye Stories 

about their Habits and Sagacity. With numerous Illustration& I 

7. The Twins of Saint-Marcel : A Tale of Paris Incendie. ,' 

By Mrs. A. S. Orb, Author of * The Boseville Family,' ota eto. 

8. Bupert Boohester, the Banker's Son. A Tale. Bj 

WmiFBED Tatlob, Author of * Story of Two Lives,' eta 

9. The Story of Two Lives ; or, The Trials of Wealth and 

Poverty. By Winifbed TATXiOB, Author of ' Bupert Boohes- 
ter,' eto. 

10. The Lost Father ; or, Oeoilia's Triumph. A Story of 

our own Day. By Dabtl Holme. 

11. Friendly Fairies ; or, Once upon a Time. 

12. The Toung Mountaineer ; or, Frank Miller's Lot in Lilb. 

The Story of a Swiss Boy. By Dabtl Holme. 

13. Stories from over the Sea. With Illustrations. 

14. The Story of a Koble Life ; or, Zurich and its Beformer 

Ulric Zwingle. By Mrs. Hahdt (Janet Gordon), Author of 

* The Spanish Inquisition,' * Champions of the Beformation,' 
eto. etc. 

15. Stories of Whitminster. By Asoott B. Hope, Author of 

»My Schoolboy Friends,' * Stories about Boys,' eto. eto. 

*,* The object steadily kept in view in preparing the above series 
has been to give a collection of works of a thoroughly healthy moral 
tone, agreeably blending entertainment and instruction. It is believed 
this end has been attained, and that the several volumes will be found 

-•inently suitable as Gift Books and School Prizes, besides proving of 
anent value in the Home Library. 



